TIPS ON WRITING 

THE PERSONAL STATEMENT


If you are anything like the typical law school applicant, the personal statement is a source of concern most often met with a substantial amount of procrastination. These tips are not intended to provide a formula for the perfect statement, but they should help get you moving in the right direction.

· The best writing style is simple and direct. USE IT! Cluttering your statement with big words does not help to get your point across.

· Keep it brief… the typical statement should be two or three typewritten pages, double spaced. REMEMBER, this is merely a suggested length. Most schools will accept and read longer statements. If you have something important to say, say it.

· More evaluation, less speculation… try not to spend a lot of time talking about what you will do with the degree, what you should have done as an undergraduate, what you could do if admitted to the law school. Write about actual accomplishments. This is not a time for modesty. The admission committee has only the information you provide.

· Go easy on philosophical comments about the legal profession. The same word of caution applies to accolades about specific law schools. Schools are interested in learning more about you, not your views of legal education or the glories of attending XYZ law school. Although this is your first chance to be your own advocate, it does not mean you have to use legal terms to make your point.
· To some extent you should use the personal statement as the interview you are unable to have with the admission committee. If there is information you think they need to have in order to make an informed decision, this is the appropriate place to present it.

· Ask someone to read your statement. This serves two purposes. First, it is the obvious check for grammatical, typographical, and spelling errors. Second, you have a source of feedback. You can find out if the statement reads well and makes sense. A close friend, family member, or professor may remember an important event or accomplishment you have overlooked and bring it to your attention.

· Many personal statements tend to be chronological listing life experiences. Focus upon two or three primary issues. It is much more helpful to submit a statement which shows you have analyzed and carefully considered a few of your major life experiences and how they relate to your preparation for law study than to make a laundry list of those experiences and present it to the reader for evaluation.

· Provide explanations where necessary but fight the urge to make excuses. Explain how you’ve overcome weaknesses and obstacles. Give specifics of how you went about it.

· The law school is interested in you as a potential student. If either your grades or LSAT score appear to be weak, your statement must provide tangible evidence of your academic preparation for legal study.
WRITING THE STATEMENT

STEP 1:
The first draft need not be in any particular order. Just sit down and write all your thoughts including: personal characteristics, academic accomplishments, arguments for admission, evidence that you do what you say you will do, and generally, anything that comes to mind.

STEP 2:
Decide what is the most important point you want to make to the Admission Committee, important to the school and to you. (Most important translates to “most likely to persuade the school to admit you.”)
STEP 3:
Having made that decision in step 2, find the set of words that best represents you and your academic promise without deviating from the main point, then rough draft your first paragraphs.

STEP 4:
Consider two additional important points you want to make if you were being interviewed. How do they relate to your first and most important points? Ask yourself the questions you think the Committee will ask when they read the file. Analyze your total package of credentials in light of these points. Don’t lose your focus. Write, edit, write!

MISCELLANEOUS
· Examples of topics most often addresses in statements: selection of major, work experience, obstacles overcome, educational background, motivation for the study of law, effect of disadvantage, family background, outstanding academic accomplishments, effect of a disability, etc.

· Including anecdotal information not only emphasizes the point but is much more interesting to read.

· Paragraphs in which critical information is not easily found are given very little, if any, further attention during the sometimes rapid reading accorded applications. Be sure to separate paragraphs in order to signify transition from one topic to another.
· After reading the personal statement the reader should know who you are and more importantly, be convinced that you know yourself and your capability for legal study.

· The LSAT and undergraduate grade point average form the foundation or skeleton of the admission evaluation process. The personal statement and letters of recommendation add flesh to this skeleton. It makes the applicant become a person in what may appear to be an impersonal process. A well-written personal statement might make an otherwise unimpressed admission committee take another look.
ADDITIONAL TIPS
· Write in the 1st person.

· Be sure to include your motivation for the study of law.

· Indicate the basis of your realistic knowledge of the legal field (i.e. paralegal experience, prelaw major coursework, internship, relatives or friends in the legal profession).

· Demonstrate academic capability or accomplishment.

· Write about other things you do in addition to being a student, what are your outside involvements?

· Include any unique information about your background (i.e. first person to go to college, learned English as second language, family emigrated to this country, member of an underrepresented ethnic/racial group).

· Explain any breaks in education, declines in GPA, slow academic start in college, change in major or career, change in schools before and during college, low test scores.
· Create a pattern of achievement (i.e. high school valedictorian, Eagle Scout, honors and awards, positions of leadership).

· Evidence of writing ability (i.e. A’s in writing courses, published papers, T.A. in writing program, awards for writing).

· Why did you choose your major? What use will you make of it or have you made of it so far?
