RECOMMENDATIONS

Tips On Getting Letters That Help!

As you may know, the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) and undergraduate grade point average (GPA) form the foundation of our admission evaluation process. Although other factors, such as the personal statement and letters of recommendation, cannot totally override the primary predictors, they can provide the Admission Committee a different perspective in which to view them.

Remember: Recommendations and the personal statement add flesh to the skeleton of the GPA and LSAT. The right combination of information can breathe life into your application file.

Letters of recommendation carry the weight of their content! If the recommendation provides the Admission Committee with information helpful to the decision-making process, that letter carries weight. Unless they are expressly requested, letters that are simply character references are rarely helpful.

Keep in mind, the Admission Committee is considering you as a potential student. Letters from professors who know you well are very helpful in this regard. They can speak to your general academic capabilities, writing skills, analytical and logical reasoning skills, and anything else which helps the committee compare you to other applicants. Generally, law schools prefer recommendations written by professors.

Letters of recommendations from employers are acceptable. They should also provide information about the skills listed above even though it relates to an employment experience.

Letters from VIPs with great titles, politicians, or lawyers and judges who are friends of the family but do not know your academic potential, are rarely helpful. The best letters come from individuals such as professors, or even TA’s, who are familiar with your academic preparation. If your grade point average is weak, letters from academic sources are an absolute necessity.

The recommender should always write the letter on school or company letterhead. Your full legal name should appear somewhere on the letter because many applicants have similar names. The letter or letterhead should include a phone number so that the recommender can be reached if additional information or clarification is needed.

Always sit down and talk with your recommender before the letter is written. You should try to share as much information as possible about your preparation for law school and what type of “total package” you are submitting to the school. Make them aware of your grade point average and LSAT score and let them know what you perceive your chances of admission to be. If there are specific weaknesses in your record, they may be able to provide some helpful information in the letter.

GENERAL CONTENT OF RECOMMENDATION:
Professors who have known you for a number of years, or those from whom you have taken more than one class, can speak to the positive changes they have noticed through the years. This is particularly useful if your GPA got off to a slow start and you are hoping your upward trend will make up for that.

If you have a unique or unusual major, a professor’s recommendation can speak to the rigor of your course load, and relate the requirements of this major to the more traditional pre-law preparation. Employers can also make these types of comparisons as they relate to someone of your career level.

Letters should highlight outstanding projects completed, papers published, unique academic experiences or accomplishments and what makes them unique, anything which will further distinguish you from other applicants or undergraduates in general. A professor’s recommendation might include an overview of the course, its specific requirements, whether class participation was a requirement, the caliber of the students in the class, etc.

Recommendations that comment solely on test score and fine college records do not provide sufficient insight. Recommenders should also comment on the following:

· Special interests and motivation; personal qualities or background information which distinguishes the applicant from others…

· Observations on character and integrity…

· Observations of academic promise in a rigorous professional program…

· Contributions to college or community in non-academic endeavors…

· Involvement in undergraduate or graduate research under the guidance of the recommender and the nature of this research…

· How the applicant compares with other promising contemporaries…

· Intellectual capacity, motivation, emotional maturity, and seriousness of purpose…

· Comment broadly on potential for success in an academically rigorous professional program…
SPEAK CANDIDLY WITH RECOMMENDERS BEFORE THEY WRITE THE LETTER:

Talk about your academic credentials and LSAT score and how they compare with those of other applying to the schools in which you’re interested.

Provide a copy of your resume or a paper completed in his or her class which includes comments that many be useful in the recommendation.

Give the recommender the opportunity to gracefully decline your request to write a recommendation.

Direct them to comment on certain areas which support apparent weaknesses in your file, for example:

· Strong academic skills although GPA is low…

· Grading patterns in the department, especially if it is uniquely low as in engineering and sciences…

· Overall rigor of program as indicated by choice of classes and performance in each…

FOLLOW THE SCHOOL’S INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING SUBMISSION OF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Determine whether recommendations should be mailed by the recommender, enclosed with the application, or submitted online.

Some schools do not require recommendations but may be willing to accept them.

If a school has a specific form for recommenders to complete, use it.

In many cases, recommendations collected through a placement or advising office are acceptable.

HOUSEKEEPING TIPS:

Select as recommenders objective and responsible persons to whom you are will known.

Make sure the recommendation includes your full legal name, or the name used on your application. Many applicants have similar names.

Give the recommender stamped, addressed envelopes to facilitate mailing letters to the school or returning them to you.
