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� Deepen	understanding	of	environmental	justice	
(EJ)	and	community-based	advocacy	

�  Increase	awareness	of	Bay	Area	EJ	issues	
�  Land	management	and	development	
� Who	benefits,	who	bears	the	burdens?	

�  Inspire	engagement	in	community-based	EJ	
advocacy	



�  SCU	Law	grad	(‘14)	
� NLG	Weinglass	Fellow	
�  Environmental	Justice	&	the	
Common	Good	Initiative	

�  SCU	tUrn	Climate	Action:	Oct.	
12-16	



� The	right	of	all	people	to	healthy,	livable	
communities,	now	and	in	the	future,	including	
fair:	
�  Distribution	of	environmental	burdens	and	benefits	
�  Recognition	of	individual	dignity	and	group	rights	
�  Participation	in	environmental	decision	making	by	
all	affected,	including	historically	excluded	groups,	
and	consideration	of	future	generations	



�  Seeks	community	
empowerment	using	
strategies	including	
policy,	public	
education	and	
mobilization,	and	
litigation	

�  Less	transactional;	
invests	in	longterm	
community	wellbeing	



�  Low-income	
community	of	color	

�  Impacted	by	multiple	
pollution	sources	

� CalEnviroScreen	3.0:	
90th	percentile	

�  BAAQMD	CARES	
community	







�  Project	would	generate	“significant”	air	pollution	
� Harmful,	especially	for	sensitive	receptors	
� Would	result	in	exceedences	of	air	quality	
standards	

� Cannot	be	mitigated	to	“less	than	significant”	



� Draft	EIR,	Public	hearings,	comments	
� Response	to	Draft	EIR	Comments	(Final	EIR)	
�  Statement	of	Overriding	Considerations,	project	
approval	

� Community	group	filed	appeal,	rejected	by	Board	
of	Supervisors	



� Reduce	projected	air	
quality	impacts	to	less	
than	significant	or	
rescind	approval	

�  Properly	test	for	and	
clean	up	hazardous	
waste	and	toxic	
contamination	

�  Ensure	long-time	
residents	will	not	be	
displaced	







� Awaiting	city’s	response	or	lack	thereof	
�  Possible	CA	Gov’t	Code	§11135	Complaint	

�  Like	Title	VI,	prohibits	discrimination	in	any	
program	or	activity	that	is	conducted,	funded	
directly	by,	or	receives	any	financial	assistance	from	
the	State.		

� CA	law	prohibits	intentional	discrimination	and	
disparate-impact	discrimination	in	state-funded	
programs	and	activities	

� Researching:	may	face	overwhelming	evidentiary	
burdens	
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