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Santa Clara County Planning Commission
planning.commission@pln.sccgov.org

Cc: info@protectjuristac.org

Re: Request to deny mining permit for the Juristac sacred site/ Sargent Quarry Project

June, 2020
Dear Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors
Dear Santa Clara County Planning Commission:

As faculty, staff, students, and affiliates of Santa Clara University, we are writing to express our
strongest opposition to the application for a mining permit for the Juristac lands/Sargent Ranch
parcel located south of Gilroy.

Juristac is the ancestral and spiritual home of the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band, who have suffered
repeatedly through near decimation of their population, cultural persecution, and expulsion from
their lands at the hands of European settlers. Mutsun ancestors were forcibly relocated from
their homelands to the surrounding missions at San Juan Bautista and Santa Cruz. After the
closure of these missions, some of the Mutsun attempted to resettle within their homelands,
but were forced to leave a second time to surrounding towns by European settlers. Today, the
Mutsun do not own any land at the Juristac site, or any land within their traditional tribal
territory, as a direct result of past violations and grave injustices that Native people have
suffered. We concur with the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band that the proposed mining operations
would irreparably harm Mutsun cultural resources and the spiritual integrity of Juristac. As
affiliates of a university that is built on the ancestral lands of the Ohlone people, we
acknowledge our institution's historic role in displacing Ohlone culture and actively seek
reconciliation with them. The Amah Mutsun Tribal Band are the southern neighbors of the
Ohlone groups in whose territory Santa Clara University operates and who were historically
associated with Mission Santa Clara. More broadly, we feel a special responsibility to stand in
solidarity with the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band as well as the Ohlone community in what is now
our common home.



In our Jesuit tradition, we are called to protect the environment as God’s Creation, including its
biodiversity and water resources, from irreparable harm. The proposed mining operation,
planned as a 320-ace open pit sand and gravel mine, with overburden piles, roads, and
processing facilities, represents such irreparable harm. Santa Clara County has a long and
successful tradition of protecting open space for the benefit of all people. Part of what makes
Santa Clara County such an attractive place for people from all cultures are its open spaces that
provide recreational opportunities, but also protect precious and unique species and
much-needed ground and surface water. Shorter-term economic gain will in no way compensate
for losses of these natural resources. As you are likely well aware, going forward, local ground
and surface water resources will become ever more important under mandates for sustainable
planning, projected population increases, and expected climate warming.

On January 15, 2020, the city of Morgan Hill unanimously passed a resolution in support of
preserving the entirety of the Juristac land as open space, which represents a tremendous
opportunity for rethinking the future of Sargent Ranch/Juristac lands in a way that may provide
benefit for all people in Santa Clara County. Therefore, we urge the County of Santa Clara to
deny the approval of mining permits for the proposed site, and to support the efforts of the
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band to preserve the Juristac/Sargent Ranch lands in perpetuity as a site
of significant cultural, spiritual, and ecological significance.

With best regards,
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Professor & Executive
Director

Santa Clara University
Center for Food Innovation &
Entrepreneurship

Laura Nichols

Associate Professor

Santa Clara University
Department of Sociology
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Associate Professor
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Staff

Santa Clara University
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Assistant Director
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Adjunct Associate
Professor

Santa Clara University
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Assistant Professor
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Shellie Barber

Staff Member

Career Center
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Associate Professor
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Staff Member
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Denise K. Krane

Lecturer

Department of English; HUB
Writing Center

Susan Erwin

Dean of Students

Santa Clara University School
of Law

Nydia MacGregor

MBA Program Director,
Lecturer in
Management and
Entrepreneurship

Santa Clara University Leavey
School of Business

Jennifer Stirling, jstirling@scu.edu

Executive Director,

Santa Clara University,

Campaigns Development Office
Nicole Dow Assistant Director, MS Santa Clara University,

Programs Leavey School of Business
Nadia Nasr Head of Archives & SCU Library

Special Collections

Amy Peterson

Assistant Director

Career Center

Edward Schaefer Professor Department of Mathematics
and Computer Science

Jessica Everhart Staff

Chris Arkley Director Protocol & Events

Debra Bricker Administrative Office of Student Life
Associate

Claire Smoker Director Protocol & Events

Colin Justin Staff Academic Technology

Lourdes Barretto Staff

Elizabeth Day Faculty Child Studies

Matt Driscoll Academic Year Ad,j. Department of English
Lecturer

Becky Konowicz Staff UG Admission Office

Maribeth Ament Staff Protocol & Events

Sean Collins Director Environment, Health and

Safety




Ali Reimer

Staff

Santa Clara University
College of Arts and Sciences

Amanda Green

Staff

Leavey School of Business,
Silicon Valley Executive
Center

Andrew Keener

Assistant Professor

Department of English

Leslie Gray

Faculty

Department of Environmental
Studies and Sciences

Julia Claire Santos

Associate Director

Campus Ministry

Butch Coyne

Director

SCU Presents -Arts for Social
Justice

Cruz Medina Associate Professor Department of English
Nicole Morales Director School of Engineering
Philip Kain Professor Philosophy Department

Kendra Livingston JD ‘15

Alumna & Director of
External Relations

School of Law

Gail Gradowski

Librarian
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Sharise Harrison

Senior Director

University Relations

Adora Hoose Staff Office of the Registrar

Jagruti Vedamati Lecturer Department of Environmental
Studies and Sciences

John Beltramo Lecturer School of Education &
Counseling Psychology

Jennifer Montalvo Staff CPSY Dept.

C.J. Gabbe Assistant Professor Department of Environmental
Studies and Sciences

Anne Baker Assistant Professor Department of Political
Science

Kathy Aoki Professor Dept. Art and Art History

Jim Somers Staff Ignatian Center for Jesuit Ed




Jason Back Staff/Alumnus Development Office

Eryn Olson Staff/Alumnus Undergraduate Admission
Patti Simone Professor Department of Psychology
Theodore Grudin Lecturer Department of Environmental

Studies and Sciences

Laura Moreno

Record Analyst

Office of the Registrar

Saundy Berry Accountant Sponsored Projects Office
Lynn Hillberg Lecturer Religious Studies

Maria Judnick Lecturer Department of English
Kevin Speer Resident Director Residence Life

David J. Popalisky

Associate Professor,
Chair

Dept. of Theatre and Dance

Liam Healey

Research Assistant

Department of Environmental
Studies and Sciences

Reynaud Serrette Professor Civi, Environmental, and
Sustainable Engineering

Emily Fraser Lecturer Department of
Communication

David Skinner Professor History Department

Mary Beth Lamb

Sr. Admin. Assistant

JST Student Life Office

Emily Conrad Staff University Relations
David Gray Professor Dept. of Religious Studies
Phyllis Brown Professor English Department

Dolly Ngo Senior Program Miller Center for Social

Manager

Entrepreneurship

Blake Ferguson

Art Director

University Marketing and
Communications

Nancy C. Unger

Professor

Department of History

Elizabeth Johanson

Staff

STEM




Marquita Coe

Staff

Office of the Registrar

Carolyn Guggemos Staff SCU Presents

Kristin Spence Faculty & Santa Clara University,

kspence@scu.edu Administration Leavey School of Business
Specialist

Jackie Schmidt-Posner

Professor of Practice

Leavey School of Business

Ricardo Padilla, Jr. Staff Santa Clara University, School
of Engineering

Matthew Beach Staff JST Academic Advising and
Support Services

Teresa McCollough Professor Santa Clara University,

Department of Music

Sophia Neuaus

Social Sciences
Librarian

Santa Clara University Library

Tracey Kahan

Professor

Santa Clara University,
Department of Psychology

Katharine Rondthaler

Organic Garden
Manager

Santa Clara University, Center
for Sustainability

Kendall Wulbrun
kwulbrun@scu.edu

Assistant Director

Santa Clara University,
Undergraduate Admission

Jessica Eastburn

Lecturer

Santa Clara University,
Dept. of Art and Art History

Kirk Glaser

Senior Lecturer

Santa Clara University,
Department of English

Ruth Mikusko

Staff

Santa Clara University, Dept
of Theatre and Dance

Harold Jules Hoyle

Senior Lecturer

SCU Dep of Education

Grace Perez

Staff

OLLI@SCU

Marilyn Edelstein

Associate Professor

SCU Department of English

Susan Boyd

Engineering/Math

Santa Clara University Library




Librarian

Michelle Waters

Web Designer

Law School

Carly Lynch Staff Santa Clara Univerisity
Campus Ministry

Cayce Adams Staff Santa Clara University,

cladams@scu.edu Development Office

Jennifer Machado Staff Law School

Francine Gordon Lecturer Santa Clara Univ, LSB

Sarah Robinson-Bertoni

Adjunct Lecturer

SCU Dept. of Religious
Studies

Eva Blanco Masias

Dean

Undergraduate Admission

David DeCosse

Adjunct Associate

Religious Studies

Professor
Lee Panich Associate Professor Santa Clara University,
Department of Anthropology
Kaz Joseph Director Enterprise Applications
Casey Robertson Staff Political Science Dept.
Anna Ricci Staff Ignatian Center For Jesuit
Education
Laura Ellingson Professor Communication and

Women'’s & Gender Studies
Dept.

Matthew Kroot

Adjunct Lecturer

Santa Clara University,
Department of Anthropology

Jessica Johns

Staff

Cowell Center

Rohit Chopra

Associate Professor

Santa Clara University,
Department of
Communication

Travis Stevens

Adjunct Lecturer

Department of Religious
Studies

Bates Detwiler

Student

Environmental Studies Major




Ava Gleicher

Student

Environmental Studies Major,
Santa Clara University

Angela Zapata

Staff

Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry

Ciara del Rosario

Student

Santa Clara University,
Environmental Studies Major

Brianna Platt

Student

Santa Clara University,
Environmental Science Major

Liam Abbate

Student

Environmental Studies and
Political Science Major, Santa
Clara University

Erica Svendahl

Student

Environment Science and
Chemistry Major, Santa Clara
University

Kayleigh Limbach

Student

Environmental Science Major,
Santa Clara University

Amanda Eason

Student

Environmental Studies and
Sociology Maijor, Santa Clara
University

William Gagan

Student

Environmental Science and
Religious Studies Major,
Santa Clara University

Gabriel Rodkey

Student

Environmental Science Major,
Santa Clara University

Madeline Pugh

Student

Environmental Studies Major,
Santa Clara University

Jennifer Merritt

Staff/adjunct lecturer

Ignatian Center

Lisa Fullam Faculty Jesuit School of Theology

Meghan Adams Student Environmental Studies and
Ethnic Studies Major, Santa
Clara University

Marjorie Short Staff Law School, External
Relations

Ruth Davis Professor and Computer Science and




Associate Dean

Engineering

Brooke Rose Student Environmental Studies and
Sociology Major, Santa Clara
University

Gregory Wigmore Lecturer Department of History,
Santa Clara University

Julia Cox Student Biology Major and
Environmental Studies Minor,
Santa Clara University

Vanessa Giampaoli Student Environmental Studies Major
and Political Science Minor,
Santa Clara University

Marlene Smith Staff HR Department

Colby Perlman Student Environmental Science Major

Patty Yuzon Student Environmental Studies and
Finance Major, Santa Clara
University

Kristin Kusanovich Faculty Dept of Theatre & Dance,

Child Studies, tUrn Climate
Action

Molly King,
mmking@scu.edu

Assistant Professor

Department of Sociology
Resident, District 4

Alina Ma

Student

Marketing Major

Declan Bernal

Student

Environmental Studies Major

Amelia Easley

Student, Founder &
Host of Sustainability
Of: podcast

Environmental Studies Major

Jack Treacy,S.J. University Relations University Relations
Chaplain
Stephany Haro Student Psychology and Sociology
Maijor, Santa Clara University
Morayo Kamson Student Environmental Studies and

Political Science Major, Santa
Clara University




Jessica Jordan Student Environmental Science Major,
Santa Clara University

Ellie Bollard Student Environmental Studies and
Communication Major, Santa
Clara University

John Dimas Flores Student Mechanical Engineering,

Jdimasflores@scu.edu Santa Clara University

Faith Bukachevsky Student Environmental Science and
Classics Major, Santa Clara
University

Kate Golinvaux Student Environmental Science and
French Major, Santa Clara
University

Marissa Boylan Student Environmental Science and
Women and Gender Studies
Majors, Santa Clara
University

KC Agcaoili Student Accounting Major, Santa

kagcaoili@scu.edu Clara University

Gisselle Delgadillo Student Environmental Studies and
Economics Major, Santa
Clara University

Veronika Lubeck Student Environmental Science Major
with an emphasis in Water,
Energy and Technology,
Santa Clara University

Nolan Meyer Student Environmental Science Major,
Santa Clara University

Lily Schreder Student Environmental Studies, Santa
Clara University

Emily Pachoud Student Environmental Studies Major,
Santa Clara University

Joshua Shannon (he, they) Staff Residence Life, Santa Clara
University

Godfrey Mungal Professor Mechanical Engineering

Department




Barbara Molony

Professor

History Department

Maria Abastillas Student Marketing Major, Santa Clara
University
Rebekah Cramer Staff Global Engagement Office,

Santa Clara University

Kimberly Dill

Assistant Professor

Philosophy (Environmental
Ethics), Santa Clara
University

Zackary Wilson

Student

Computer Science and
Engineering Major,
Philosophy Minor, Santa
Clara University

Chloe Wong

Student

Anthropology and
Environmental Studies
Maijors, Santa Clara
University

Andrea Jackson

Assistant Director

LEAD Scholars Program, SCU

Gabrielle Anne Tay Yabut

Student

Environmental Science Major,
Santa Clara University

Ashleigh Miller
(abmiller@scu.edu)

Student, Community
Facilitator

Biology Major, Public Health
Minor, Santa Clara University

Angelica Scott

Student

Environmental Studies Major,
Santa Clara University

Michelle Lim

Student, Community
Facilitator

Computer Science and
Engineering Major, Santa
Clara University

Danielle Dixon Student Environmental Studies Major,
Santa Clara University

Cory Mason Gong Student Psychology & Environmental
Studies Majors, Santa Clara
University

Jamie Robinson Student Environmental Studies Major,
Santa Clara University

Maria Joseph Israel Student Computer Engineering, Santa

Clara University




Albanie Nierenberg Student Environmental Studies &
Public Health, Santa Clara
University

Emma McCurry Student Bioengineering Major, Food

Systems Fellow with Center
for Sustainability at Santa
Clara University

Alberto Ribas-Casasayas

Associate Professor

Department of Modern
Languages and Literatures

Chloe Gentile-Montgomery Student Environmental Science &
Ethnic Studies, Santa Clara
University

Karyn Lee Connell Lecturer Department of Theatre &
Dance

Morgan Billington Student Environmental Studies and
Economics Major, Santa
Clara University

Autumn Inman Student Political Science &
Environmental studies major

Cindie Simms Staff Psychology Department

Anthony Raymond Staff University Library

Gabrielle Flanagan Student Environmental Studies major,
Sustainability minor, Santa
Clara University

Lilah Foster Student Environmental Science &
Studio Art Minor

Aria Amirbahman Professor Department of Civil,
Environmental and
Sustainable Engineering

Prynce-Rahyeem Martin Student Psychology Major, Ethnic
Studies Minor, Santa Clara
University

Madison Manelski Student Psychology and Child Studies
major, Santa Clara University

Melissa Thiriez Staff Career Center




Julia Voss Associate Professor Department of English

Richelle Chow Student Environmental Science major,
Music minor, Santa Clara
University

Lisa Kealhofer Professor Anthropology/ESS

Kirstyn Leuner Assistant Professor English

Jane Leftwich Curry Professor Political Science, SCU

Gabriella Ballardo Student Environmental Studies and
[talian Studies major, Santa
Clara University

Michael Weatherford Student Environmental Science Major,
Santa Clara University

Kristen Berling Student Management Information
Systems Major, Santa Clara
University

Jia Seow Student Psychology Major, Public
Health and Religious Studies
Minor, Santa Clara University

Jonna S. Delgado Staff University Relations

Michael Lasley Lecturer Department of English

Brian Frank Staff Enterprise Applications

Simone J. Billings

Senior Lecturer

Department of English, Santa
Clara University

Jean Molesky-Poz

Adjunct Lecturer

Graduate Program in Pastoral
Ministry, Religious Studies

Kaitlin Allen

Student

Environmental Studies Major,
Santa Clara University

Eric Sabelman

Adjunct Lecturer

Depts of Bioengineering &
Mechanical Engineering

Veronica Chung

Student

Management Information
Systems Major, Santa Clara
University




Mika Domingo

Student

Bioengineering Major, Public
Health and Dance Minors,
Santa Clara University

Charlotte Parque Student Psychology and Music Major,
Sociology Minor, Santa Clara
University

Clare Becker Student Environmental Science Major,
Santa Clara University

Alma Ruiz Staff Kids on Campus

Margaret M. Russell Faculty School of Law

Ashtin Campbell Student Psychology Major

Shubhi Pathak Student Public Health major

Anne Chandra Student Accounting & Information
Systems Major, Sustainability
Minor, Santa Clara University

Tedd Vanadilok Staff Center for Student
Involvement

Lauren Fujii Student Biology Major, Public Health
and Entrepreneurship Minor,
Santa Clara University

Martha Giannini Staff Human Resources

Leonardo Tse Student Management Information
Systems Major, Music &
Computer Engineering &
Business Analytics Minor,
Santa Clara University

Kelci Baughman McDowell Staff University Library

Kathryn Kale Staff Alumni Relations

Elise Pham Student Biology Major

Gabby Farrer Student Env. Studies Major

Nolan Anderson Student Computer Science and

Engineering Student, Santa




Clara University

Jasmin Llamas Faculty Counseling Psychology

Jonas Hernando Staff University Finance Office

Kyla Inouye Student Accounting Major,
Economics Minor, Santa
Clara University

Skyler Kriese Student Environmental Studies Major,
Santa Clara University

Alyse Hudock Staff Campus Ministry

Charles White Staff Mission Santa Clara

Eliza Zhu Student Accounting & Information
Systems Major, Santa Clara
University

lawrence chung student management Information
system, Santa Clara
University

Natalie Linnell Lecturer Math/CS Department

Rebecca M. Schapp Director de Saisset Museum,
Santa Clara University

Brandon Quant Student Computer Science and
Engineering Major, Santa
Clara University

Joanna Thompson Director Office for Multicultural
Learning

Joy Zou Student Computer Science Major,

Studio Art and Math Minor
Santa Clara University

Akiba Lerner

Associate Professor

Religious Studies

Fiona Law Student Biology Major, Chemistry and
Biotechnology Minor, Santa
Clara University

Isabella Morales Student Mechanical Engineering

Major, Santa Clara University




Diane Idemoto Staff Physics Department

Gabriela Hamm Student Environmental Studies

Mary McLane Staff Ignatian Center for Jesuit
Education

Emma Hokoda Student Environmental Studies major,
Santa Clara University

Riley Scherr Student Anthropology Major, Santa
Clara University

Monica Manriquez Staff University Relations

Graeme Hugo Student Environmental Studies

Avery Rissling Alumnus Santa Clara University

Charles Mansour Staff Ignatian Center for Jesuit

Education

Loring Pfeiffer

Adjunct Lecturer

English Department

David Harrison

Chief Advancement
Officer

Miller Center for Social
Entrepreneurship

Quinn Gonzales

Student

Public Health Science major,
Santa Clara University

Lisa Whitfield

Senior Lecturer

Psychology Department,
Santa Clara University

Patricia Hopkins

Student

Communication major, Santa
Clara University

Lauren Baines
Ibaines@scu.edu

Assistant Director

de Saisset Museum, Santa
Clara University

Ava Fulweber Student Marketing Major +
Sustainability minor, Santa
Clara University

Mandi Sit Student Environmental Studies &

Spanish Major, Santa Clara
University

Ava Atkinson

Recent Alumni

Accounting Major, Santa
Clara University




Virginia Matzek Faculty Environmental Studies and
Sciences

Glenn Appleby Faculty Mathematics and Computer
Science

Josef Hellebrandt Faculty Modern Languages & Lit

Patricia Poulsen Staff Child Studies Program

James Nati

Assistant Professor

Santa Clara University Jesuit
School of Theology

Jesica S. Fernandez

Assistant Professor

Ethnic Studies Department

Michelle Bezanson

Professor

Anthropology

Philip Boo Riley

Associate Professor

Santa Clara University
Department of Religious
Studies

Maria Bauluz Faculty Modern Languages & Literatu

Apryl Roberts Staff MATH/CSCI Dept

Jagruti Vedamati Faculty Environmental Studies and
Sciences

Maggie Levantovskaya Faculty English

Robin Tremblay-McGaw Faculty English

Bruno Ruviaro Faculty Department of Music

Denise Carmody

Professor Emerita

Religious Studies Department

Chris Weber

Faculty

Department of Physics

Anna Rivard

Staff

College of Arts and Sciences

Katharine Heintz

Senior Lecturer

Department of
Communication

Deirdre Frontczak

Adjunct Lecturer

Departments of Marketing
and Management

Carrie Rehak

Staff

Jesuit School of Theology

Elizabeth Dahlhoff

Professor

Biology




Kristin Kulas

Faculty

Department of Physics

Christine Bachen

Associate Professor

Communication Department

Ed Maurer Professor Civil, Environmental, and
Sustainable Engineering
Tim Myers Senior lecturer English Department

Sophia Hinojosa

Pre-Award Specialist

Sponsored Projects

Wen-ying Lu

Head of Cataloging

Santa Clara University Library

Valerie Sarma

Senior Program
Director for Student
Engagement and
Special Projects

Ignatian Center for Jesuit
Education, Santa Clara
University

Karen Peterson-lyer

Assistant Professor,
Theological and Social
Ethics

Department of Religious
Studies

Paul J. Schutz

Assistant Professor,
Religion and Ecology

Religious Studies

Tonya Nilsson

Senior Lecturer

Civil, Environmental and
Sustainable Engineering

Patricia Murakami

Executive Assistant

Markkula Center

jLaura Jacobus

Adjunct Lecturer

Santa Clara University
Leavey School of Business
Department of Management

Tania Torres

Senior Administrative
Assistant

John B. Drahmann Academic
Adivising and Learning
Resources Center

Emily Ray Reese

Renewable Term
Lecturer

Sharmila Lodhia

Associate Professor

Women'’s and Gender Studies
Department

Marilyn Fernandez

Professor Emerita

Sociology

Birgit Koopmann-Holm

Assistant Professor

Psychology




Michelle Burnham

Professor

Department of English and
the Center for the Arts &
Humanities

Veronica Miranda

Inclusive Excellence
Postdoctoral Scholar

Department of Anthropology

Aldo Billingslea

Professor

Theatre and Dance

Kelly Schumacher

Director, Wellness
Center

Office of Student Life

Isabel Miranda

Staff/Alumnus

Miller Center for Social
Entrepreneurship

Maureen Muscat

Associate Director

Alumni Relations

Elina Barahona

Assistant Director

University Relations

Summer Shetenhelm Staff University Library

Sarah Smith Staff University Library

Diane Jonte-Pace Professor Department of Religious
Studies, Santa Clara
University

Michele Canny Staff NorCal Innocence Project

Linda Nguyen Staff Law School

Stephanie Hughes
sehughes@scu.edu

Sr. Lecturer

Env Studies and Science

Hari Mix Assistant Professor Env Studies and Sciences

Kayla Wells Program Director Immersion Program
Ignatian Center

Judith Rodriguez Staff/Alumnus University Library

Frank A Farris Professor Mathematics and Computer
Science

Amy Randall Professor History

Mary-Ellen Fortini Staff Sponsored Projects Office




Elizabeth Sheikh

Staff

Office of the President

Erika French-Arnold

Staff

Center for Food Innovation
and Entrepreneurship

Bernell Nevil

Assistant Director

Office for Multicultural
Learning

Angela Musurlian Lecturer Computer Science and
Engineering Department

Faith Zhou Staff Chemistry and Biochemistry
Department

Jaime Wright Faculty Religious Studies Dept.

Robert Shanklin Faculty Philosophy

Nicole Banks

Outreach Coordinator &
Suicide Prevention
Specialist

Cowell Center

Edward Obasi Lewis

Student

Engineering Physics Major,
Santa Clara University

Katy Bruchmann

Assistant Professor

Department of Psychology

Britton Schwartz Supervisor Law School, International
Human Rights Clinic
Angelica Frias Staff KGACLC

Juan Peralta

Staff - Technology
Coordinator

Drahmann Center

Lina Awadallah

Staff

Kids on Campus

Bonita Banducci

Adjunct Lecturer

Engineering School Graduate
Program

*Affiliations are listed for identification purposes and do not imply organizational endorsement.







