
Letter to Honorable J. Henry Scattergood,
Assistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

Washington, D.C.
From Sacramento Superintendent O. Lipps

July 6, 1931
(cont.)

Now it seems to me that the thing for us to do
is to look the facts in the face and admit that in the
past the Government has been woefully
negligent and inefficient, …, to rectify our past
mistakes. …

It is difficult to locate the blame, but
somewhere along the line there appears
to have been gross negligence or
crass indifference.

… if Congress believed and intended by appropriating
funds for the purchase of lands for homeless Indians
and improvements thereon that good and suitable
lands would be purchased and houses constructed
and improvements made, then we have neglected
to do our duty.

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



Continuous Existence: Enrollment with the BIA
Lucas Marine (Ohlone)

Application for enrollment under the Act of May 18, 1928

Ohlones

Evalina (Avelina) Marine, Mother,
Ohlones, Alameda County, California
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Lucas Marine 1928 BIA Application (cont.)

Ernest “Ernie” Marine 
Newark, CA 1947

Lucas Marine and
Cecilia Armija Marine, 1920

My mother’s parents 
belong to the Mission San 
Jose, in Alameda County, 

California, and the records 
of her family ought to be 

found there.
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Mission San Jose Baptism Records (1864)
Ambrosia Binoco and Avelina Cornates Marine



Continuous Existence: Enrollment with the BIA 
Catherine Peralta-Marine

Application for Enrollment under the Act of May 18, 1928

Mission
San Jose Mission,

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area
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Dario and Catherine Marine’s Grandchildren 
Continue Dance Traditions with the Maidu Indians



Continuous Existence: Enrollment with the BIA

Eighteen Muwekma Families Enrolled 
with the BIA under the

1928 Cal. Indian Jurisdictional Act 

Phoebe Inigo-Alaniz
Application for enrollment with the Indians of the
State of California under the Act of May 18, 1928

Mercedes Marine’s son
Thomas “Tommy” Garcia
Mercedes was Vice Chair 

Monica V. Arellano’s Great-Grandmother 
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area
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Magdalena Armija-Thompson
Application for enrollment with the Indians of the
State of California under the Act of May 18, 1928

Completed January 11, 1930

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area
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Continuous Existence: Enrollment with the BIA
Chairwoman Charlene Nijmeh’s Grandmother Dolores Sanchez

Application for enrollment with the Indians of the State of California

Mission
San Jose,

Alameda Co.,
California
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Dolores Sanchez Family Lineage Photos

Susie Rodriguez, Concha Rodriguez, 
Rosemary Cambra, Maria Louisa Cline, 

Norma Sanchez, Nicole Veikune,
Anthony Acosta, and Dolores Sanchez

Three Wolves Site, San Jose, CA - 1994

Robert Sanchez, Sr. 
Coyote Hills 1982

Dolores Sanchez,
Robert Sanchez, and 
Rosemary Cambra, 

1986

Rosemary Cambra and Dolores Sanchez 
Stanford Powwow, 1991

Robert Sanchez, Sr.
Newark, CA 1947

Enos Sanchez, Joe Ruano, and
Robert Sanchez,
Newark, CA 1947
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Continuous Existence: Enrollment with the BIA
Vice Chairwoman Monica V. Arellano Grandfather Albert Arellano’s BIA Enrollment

Mission
San Jose,

Alameda Co.,
Calif.
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Albert Arellano
18 years, 1927

Albert Arellano Family Lineage Photos

Edwina Arellano
17 Years, 1927
(sister)

Arellano Family Lineage at the Muwekma Ohlone 
Tribe Christmas Party 2000, Stanford University

Samuel, Ishmael,
Lydia, Ruben and 
Joel Arellano 
Niles, CA 1945
(children)

Albert 
Arellano

1980

Built by Albert Arellano
Russell City (Hayward), CA 1946

Herminia 
Arellano 

(Albert’s wife) Lydia, Sam, Joel, and 
Ruben Arellano, 1986

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Arellano House

Albert and Herminia 
Arellano, 1936



Francisca Nonessa-Guzman
Application for enrollment with the Indians of the State of California under the Act of May 18, 1928

Mission Tribe,
San Jose
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Frank
and Sheila 

Guzman, 
December 

1971

Ben, Tony, 
and Frank 
Guzman,
Niles, CA 

1934

Jose Guzman 
and Granddaughter Margaret 

Guzman, circa 1934

Frank Guzman, 
WWII  Veteran
Photo taken at 

Camp Roberts, CA
1944

Guzman
Family 

Lineage
Photos
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Maggie (Margarita) Piños - Juarez
Application for enrollment with the Indians of the State of California under the Act of May 18, 1928

Mission
San Jose,

Alameda Co.,
Calif.
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Maggie (Margarita) Piños - Juarez Family Photos

Maggie, Pete, Peter, Pauline, Carol, and 
Rosemary Juarez

1948

Daniel G. Santos 
(Juarez)

27 years,  1944
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Trina Marine
Application for enrollment with the Indians of the State of California under the Act of May 18, 1928

(last of the generation to pass away in 1986)

Mission
San Jose,

Alameda Co.,
California
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Trina Marine Family Lineage Photos – The Early Years
(last of the generation to pass away)

Betty Alvarez, Don Elston,
Trina Marine-Thompson and
Ernest Thompson, Sr., 1932

Trina Marine– Ruano 
Newark, CA 1940

Trina 
Marine-
Elston and 
Charles 
Dell Elston, 
1929

Back row: Pete Juarez, Trina Marine-Thompson, Ernest Thompson, Sr., Maggie 
Piños-Juarez, man, woman, young lady, Mrs. Powell, Eddie Thompson

Front row: Little boy, Faye Thompson, little boy, Ruth Thompson, Don Elston 
Newark, CA 1934

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



Mary Muñoz-Redondo
Application for enrollment with the Indians of the State of California under the Act of May 18, 1928

Mission
San Jose,

Alameda Co.,
Calif.
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Mary Muñoz Family Lineage Photos

Joseph Mora, Lupe Mora, 
and Mary Muñoz-Mora 

1934

Mary and Children - Jessie Ramos,
Louie Medina, Frances Smith, Virginia
Massiet, Lupe Massiatt, Jenny Galvan
and Mary Archuleta, 1998

Mary Muñoz-Archuleta and
Sister Flora Muñoz-DeLeon

December 11, 1994

Mary and Mike
Archuleta
1959

Five Generations
Lupe Massiatt, Mary Archuleta, 

JoAnn Brose, Jessica Hungerford, 
and Stacy Hungerford, 2001

Mary Archuleta
Del Valle Regional Park

Livermore, CA - August 2000
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Jose Bianoco (Joe Binoco) 1928 BIA Application (cont.)
Completed October 8, 1930

Joe Binoco and
Ernest Schween

circa 1925

Joe Binoco
circa 1925

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Note:
The applicant is a
full blood Indian.
He is one of the
last surviving
members of the
Mission San Jose
Indian band.



Dolores (Lola) Marine-Alvarez-Piscopo-Galvan
Application for enrollment with the Indians of the State of California under the Act of May 18, 1928

Mission
San Jose,

Alameda Co.,
Calif.
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Dolores Marine-Alvarez-Piscopo-Galvan Family Lineage Photos

Alvarez Family 
Santa Cruz, CA

circa 1920
Dolores Marine-Galvan 

1929

Dolores Galvan,
Dottie Galvan, and 

Grandchildren, 1952

Dolores
Galvan

1969

Dolores 
Galvan
91 years,
1981

Albert Galvan,
Michael 
Galvan,
Arnold 
Sanchez,
Eddie 
Sanchez,
Dolores 
Galvan
Tina Laudani,
Tony Laudani,
1976

Hank A. Alvarez 
US Army 101st 

Airborne 
Division

1942-45, WWII

Salvador Piscopo
Sergeant,
US Army, 
European 
Theater,

1942-46, WWII
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Letter from Dolores (Lola) Galvan to Fred A. Baker February 17, 1936 
RE: Indian Claims for Pleasanton Tribe

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

… My Great 
Grandfather 

was a chief in 
the tribe at 
Pleasanton.

… what happened about
that Indian deal. A lot of
people want to find out
about it. So they asked
me to write to you. We
heard there was a
meeting about Indian
Claims.



Letter to Robert W. Wills, Director 
California State Relief Administration,

Contra Costa County.
Attention: Miss Hattie Espy,

Intake Supervisor

From Roy Nash, Superintendent 
Sacramento Indian Agency,

RE: Dolores (Lola) Galvan
Indian Claims

January 23, 1940

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Mrs. Galvan is shown on the Roll of California
Indians as of one-half Indian blood but

does not have ward status and therefore,
is not eligible for any aid from Federal funds

through this agency.



Western Union Telegram 
to the Sherman Institute 
Indian Boarding School 

from the US Marines Corps 
Regarding

Lawrence Domingo Marine 
School Enrollment from 

1931 to 1940
Lawrence Domingo Marine

Sherman Institute Indian Boarding 
School, 1931-1939

Sherman Institute Indian 
Boarding School Report Card 

for Lawrence Domingo Marine 
March 26, 1937

Continuous Existence: Indian Boarding School
Lawrence Domingo Marine

Sherman Institute Indian Boarding School, Enrollment 1931 to 1940 Riverside, CA

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



Some of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe WWII Veterans 1941 – 1948
Lawrence 
Domingo 

Marine 
Sergeant, 

U.S. Marine 
Corps, 

Guadalcanal, 
Eniwetok, 

Marshall 
Islands, 

Okinawa, 
Ryukyu

1940–1946

Lawrence 
Thompson, Sr.
(photo taken in 
1997, 79 years 
old)
Tech. Fifth 
Grade, U.S. 
Army, 640th 
Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, Pacific 
Theater 1941-
1945

Hank A. Alvarez
U.S. Army,
101st Airborne, 
106th Infantry 
Division
1942-1945

 

 
Ernest Marine

Pfc. U.S. Army, 58th

Field Artillery Battalion,
1944-1946

Daniel Santos Juarez 
(center)

Sergeant, U.S. Army,
41st Division, 1944

Michael Benjamin Galvan
(right)

U.S. Navy And Army 
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Some of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe WWII Veterans 1941 - 1948

Frank H. 
Guzman
Pfc, U.S. 
Army 345th

Infantry, 
European 
Campaign,
1944-1946

Ben Guzman, 
U.S. Army, 

North Africa, 
Italy 

(1945)

Robert R. 
Sanchez

U.S. Army
Technician 

Fourth Grade, 
508th Prcht. 

Infantry, 82nd

Airborne 
Division

1942-1948,

Thomas Garcia,
(photo taken 1946)

U.S. Army, Co F, 
358th Combat 

Engineers
Buried in the
Golden Gate

National Cemetery

Enos Sanchez, 89th

Infantry Div., 1st

Bat, Co. M, 354th

Infantry Regiment
Heavy Machine 

Gunner,
U.S. Army, Patton’s 

Army Tank 
Command, 

Rhineland, Central 
Europe, North 

Africa,

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Salvador Piscopo
Sergeant, US Army, Patton’s 

3rd Army Tank Div. 14th

Cavalry, 18th Mech, Sq.
1942-1946



Letter Regarding
Chemawa Indian School 

Attendance

For John (Jack) Guzman, Jr.,
Rena Guzman, and

Joanne Guzman
1944-1947

Chemawa, Oregon

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Father: John Guzman, full blood, Roll No. 7459, Mission Tribe.
Mother: Flora (Muñoz-Marine) Guzman Carranza, ¼ Mission

Tribe, Roll No. 16249
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Charles R. Wauhab, Notary Public
RE: Trina Marino(e), Pleasanton Indian – February 3, 1945

Trina

Marino(e)
She is a descendant

of the local Indian Tribe
and was born in

Pleasanton, California
in the early 1900.



Continuous Existence 
Ernest G. Thompson, ID Card

A Member of the Mission Tribe of Indians, and a member
in good standing of the Bay Area California Indian Council (May 1947)

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



Continuous Existence

Act of 1948 BIA Applications:
Second BIA Enrollment Period 

1948-1957
List of Verona Band / 

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Members
(Heads of Households)

Who Applied

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area
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Trina Marino(e) – Ruano
BIA Application for Second BIA Enrollment Period 1948-1957 

Completed May 12, 1951

Father’s Name: Rafael Marino(e)
Mother’s Name: Avalina Corrnellas

(Avelina Cornates)

Signature of Witness: Charles R. Wauhab



Continuous Existence: Enrollment with the BIA and Reaffirmation
Attempted Academic Correction

Alfred Kroeber 1954-55 California Indian Claims

“ … there is a widespread belief that
many Indian groups, especially the
smaller ones, have now become
extinct …

…The survivors are there; they may
even be full-bloods; racially or
biologically the stock is not extinct;
but they can no longer help the
anthropologist acquire knowledge
about the group that he would like to
preserve.”

“San Jose Mission
In S. Alameda County
Later Refuge – Pleasanton”

(Kroeber and Heizer 1970:2-3)



1928 California Indian Jurisdictional Act Settlement in 1951 
Over the 8.5 Million Acres of Land that was Never Set Aside

Congress passed the Cal. Indian Jurisdictional Act of
1928. This legislation allowed for the State Attorney
General's office to sue the federal government and
represent the interest of the California Indians. A
controversial settlement was finally achieved in
1944.

A paltry sum of $150.00
[calculated with interest back to 1852]
was issued in 1951 to those surviving
Indian Heads-of-Household as payment
for the value of the 8.5 Million Acres
the tribes never received.



Continuous Existence 
Diocese of Oakland was going to sell the Ohlone Indian Cemetery in the 1960s with 

over 4000 Indian Neophyte Burials including family members buried in the 20th Century

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Ohlone Indian Cemetery
American Indian Historical Society

Lillian Massiatt, Ramona Galvan, and Michael Galvan
Fremont, CA 1966



American Indian
Historical Society

The Indian Historian

Ohlone Indians
Right Of Way Action

Vol. 2  No. 6

1965

(Page Six)

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Named chairman
of the group was
(Benjamin)
Michael Galvan

Speaking for
the Ohlone
Indian Historians
were (Benjamin)
Michael Galvan,
Hank Alvarez,
Mack Whitfield,
and Philip Galvan.

Hank Alvarez, 
Former Muwekma 

Ohlone Tribal 
Council Member



Letter to
Miss Jeanette Vieux
Miss Rose F. Vieux
From Don Edwards

Member of Congress
House of Representatives

RE: Preservation of the 
Ohlone Indian Burial Grounds 

(Cemetery)
July 29, 1966

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

I also contacted the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
They informed me that they do not have

jurisdiction in this matter since the Ohlone
Indians are not officially recognized as an

American Indian tribe.  It was their opinion that
legislation of this kind would not have a chance

in Congress since their official position is to
encourage Indians to enter the mainstream of

American life, rather than to be singled out
as a tribe.



Article by Newark News Register, Fremont, CA - August 15, 1966, (1st half)

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Paul Galvan is one of the 125 
remaining Ohlones in 
Northern California.



Article by Newark News Register, Fremont, CA - August 15, 1966, (2nd half)

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

“It is the only such cemetery in
the area.  We have been told

Congressman Don Edwards supports
this drive, and may introduce some

sort of legislation that would
declare it a national historic site.”



The Indian Historian
Spring 1968 

Volume 1  Number 2
(Table of Contents)

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



3rd BIA Enrollment Applications
1968-1972:

List of Verona Band / 
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe

Members  (Heads of Households)
Who Applied

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



1969 BIA Application for Ernest George Thompson
February 20, 1969

Ohlone Tribe
Mission San Jose
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Ernest George Thompson

Karl Thompson
U.S. Army
1968 – 1971, Viet Nam
Son of Ernest G. Thompson,
Presently a Muwekma Ohlone 
Tribal Council Member
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1969 BIA App for Margaret Sanchez-Martinez
August 21, 1969

Presently the Eldest member of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe

Ohlone
Mission Indian

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



Margaret Sanchez-Martinez
Living member of the Federally Recognized Verona Band

Monica V. Arellano, Vice Chairwoman;
Rosemary Cambra, Chairwoman;
Rick Martinez, Tribal Descendant;

Margaret Martinez, Tribal Elder
Milpitas Historical Society, November 2004Margaret Martinez, Tribal Elder

San Jose, CA
May 1999
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California Indian Claims Settlement 1968-1972

The efforts of California Indians to sue the federal
government under the Jurisdictional Act of 1928 resulted
in the creation of the federal Indian Claims Commission
in 1946..

A compromise settlement was offered for the value of 
64,425,000 acres of land, almost all of California. 

As a result, California Indians were deemed
eligible to share in the settlement. Payments of
$668.61 per head-of-household was issued by
1972.
Thus, Indians were the only class of citizens in
the United States who are denied constitutional
protection of their lands.



California Indian Claims Settlement 1968-1972
$668.51 for 64,425,000 Acres



The Indian Historian

The Ohlone Story

Resolution of Board of 
Directors on the

Ohlone Indian Cemetery

June 12, 1971

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

150 descendants

After final negotiations, the 
Ohlone Indian Tribe became 
an independent corporate 
entity in June, 1971.
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The Ohlone Way
By Malcolm Margolin, 1978

Today the descendants of the Ohlone 
Indians are still among us, living close 
to the San Francisco and Monterey Bay 
Areas where their ancestors have lived 

for so many hundreds of years.



Frank A. Norick Curator (1989) 
Phoebe Hearst Museum, UC Berkeley

n “ … there are few Indians left in
the Bay Area who have some
vague Native American heritage,
but until [a recent book on the
subject] came out, they didn’t
know who the East Bay Indians
were, and the few Indians that
happened to survive were
swallowed up and exterminated
by civilization by the later part of
the last century. That’s not to
say that there aren’t people
around here who are of Indian
heritage, but, I’d be willing to
bet they could not give you even
the semblance of a [lineage]
account that was aboriginal.”
(Express Newspaper, September
21, 1989)



550 Muwekma Ohlone Ancestral Indian Remains
Repatriated from Stanford University and

Returned to the Muwekma Ohlone Tribal Descendants in 1990

"The Continuing Existence of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe: Bridges Between Our Ancestral Past and Our Future"

Reburial Of Our Ancestral Remains

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Excavated from CA-SCL-329, the Ryan Mound at Coyote Hills by Stanford University, 1959-1968
Reburied June 1990 at Coyote Hills, Fremont, CA by Muwekma Ohlone Tribal Members



"The Continuing Existence of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe: Bridges Between Our Ancestral Past and Our Future"

Respecting Our Past,
Provides Hope For Our Future

550 Muwekma Ohlone Ancestral Indian Remains
Repatriated from Stanford University and

Returned to the Muwekma Ohlone Tribal Descendants in 1990

Muwekma Tribal Member Janice Cambra 
Laying Her Ancestors To Rest

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Excavated from CA-SCL-329, the Ryan Mound at Coyote Hills by Stanford University, 1959-1968
Reburied June 1990 at Coyote Hills, Fremont, CA by Muwekma Ohlone Tribal Members



Letter to
Ms.  Rosemary Cambra
(Chairwoman for the 

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe)

From the United States 
Department of the Interior,

Bureau of Indian Affairs

April 25, 1989

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Because of the significance 
and permanence of 

acknowledgment as a tribe, 
…
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…the decision to acknowledge an Indian tribe
establishes a perpetual government-to-government

relationship with the United States.

Letter from Hazel E. Elbert, Acting Deputy to the 
Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs (Operations)

To Ms. Rosemary Cambra
(Chairwoman, Muwekma Ohlone Tribe)

June 16, 1989
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Chairwoman Rosemary Cambra and the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe
Cover Story in the San Jose Mercury News WEST - September 1, 1991



Advisory Council On
California Indian Policy Act

September 29, 1992

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



Resolution

From March Fong Eu,
Secretary of State California

For the Amah-Mutsun, 
Muwekma/Ohlone Tribal 
Councils and the Esselen 

Nation

February 14, 1994
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Letter of Support
for the

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe 

From Condoleezza Rice, Provost 
Stanford University, CA

To Holly Reckord, Chief
Branch of Acknowledgment

and Research,
Bureau of Indian Affairs

April 28, 1995

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

… the Muwekma Tribe of Ohlone Indians
for their efforts to preserve their cultural

heritage and community.



Rosemary Cambra, Chairwoman of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe
and other Tribal Leaders in front of the White House, Washington, D.C.

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Petition for Recognition delivered to President Bill Clinton
January 25, 1995
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Letter from the United States Department
of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C.
To Ms. Rosemary Cambra

(Chairwoman for the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe)
RE: Pleasanton or Verona Band of Alameda 

County was Previously Acknowledged
May 24, 1996

…the Pleasanton or Verona Band of Alameda County was
previously acknowledged between 1914 and 1927.  The band

was among the groups, identified as bands, under the
jurisdiction of the Indian agency at Sacramento, California.

The agency dealt with the Verona Band as a group and
identified it as a distinct social and political entity.  The band

was among the bands proposed by a Special California
Indian agent in 1914 for homesite land under the appropriations

for homeless California Indians which began in 1906.



Letter of Support
for the

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe 

From Michael R. Smith,
Acting Area Director,

Bureau Of Indian Affairs
Sacramento Area Office,

United States
Department of the Interior

To Ms. Dena Magdeleno, 
Chairwoman

Recognition Task Force,
The Advisory Council On 
California Indian Policy

January 23, 1998

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

The Bureau of Indian Affairs. Sacramento Office, is ready to assist the Tsnungwe
Council and the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe in seeking administrative. Federal 
recognition on the basis your tribes were never terminated.
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… . When combined with the members who have both types of
ancestors), 100% of the membership is represented.

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Court Case
First Lawsuit Filed December 1999

Responding to Justice Urbina’s Decision and Opinion the BIA Requested
Muwekma to Present all of the 550 Tribal Enrollments Demonstrating Descent
from the Previously Recognized Tribe - Verona Band

The BIA asked the question before processing the Muwekma Petition:

Do current members “descend from” a previously recognized tribal entity?
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… Among those California Indian groups that have
petitioned for federal acknowledgment, there are a
number that can trace their origins to one or more of the
bands identified in the Dorrington report. The Muwekma
Tribe is one whose connection to the Verona Band has
been recently confirmed in a letter from the BAR, but there
are at least eight others: …

1992 Congressionally Created Advisory Council on California Indian Policy
(HR 2144)  Federal Recognition Task Force Report to Congress 1997

L.A. Dorrington, Superintendent of the Sacramento Indian Agency during the late 1920s;
prepared a report for the· Commissioner of Indian Affairs on the land needs of numerous
California Indian bands living at the margins of non-Indian society, … with little or no
contact with the Indian agency. In his report to the Commissioner, dated June 23, 1927;
Dorrington mentions how little was known of the Indian population and their needs, … .
Significantly, Dorrington identifies the Indian bands, their estimated· population, and
includes his assessment of their need for land and homes.
While his report contains little discussion of how these assessments were made, … for not
recommending the purchase of lands for a particular band, it does provide an important, if
not the main, source of information on those Indian bands whose status as such was
recognized but which had little contact with the BIA.



Congressional – California Tribal Status Clarification Act, April 13, 2000
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Tribe’s Genealogy and Legal History

ACCIP – California Indian Tribal Status Clarification Act 
George Miller Bill, April 13, 2000 

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

(4) The Muwekma are the aboriginal inhabitants of the
southern, eastern and western regions of the San Francisco
Bay Area, including all of what is now San Francisco, San
Mateo, Alameda and Contra Costa Counties, much of what
is now Santa Clara County, and parts of Santa Cruz, San
Joaquin, Napa, and Solano Counties. The Muwekma
Indians are from the following aboriginal tribes:
Passasimi/Yatikumne, Tamcan, Josemite, Lacquisemne,
Julpun, Napian/Karkin, Jalquin/Yrgin, Alson/Tamien,
Suenen, Chupcan, Choquoime, and Nototomne. Spanish
missionaries forced the ancestors of the Muwekma Tribe
into the Missions Dolores, San Jose and Santa Clara in the
late 18th and early 19th centuries. In the 1830’s the Mexican
Government secularized the missions and distributed their
lands. Many Muwekma left the missions and resettled in
other parts of the Bay Area, including on a number of
rancheries in Alameda County, including the Alisal
Rancheria near Pleasanton, the Del Mocho Rancheria in
Livermore, the El Molino Rancheria in Niles, as well as on
rancherias in Sunol and San Leandro/San Lorenzo until the
early part of the 20th century. The Muwekma people
continue to reside in their aboriginal territory in the San
Francisco Bay Area.
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NATIVE CALIFORNIA GUIDE, EDITION 2000

Muwekma Ohlone
(Costanoan)

Area

Map of Muwekma Ohlone (Costanoan) Area, 2000
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The Muwekma Tribe is a tribe of 
Ohlone Indians indigenous to 
the present-day San Francisco 
Bay area.  In the early part of 

the Twentieth Century, the 
Department of the Interior 

(“DOI”) recognized the 
Muwekma Tribe as an Indian 
tribe under the jurisdiction of 

the United States.

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Court Case
First Lawsuit Filed December 1999

Judge Ricardo Urbina Court Ruling
January 16, 2001



Cedar Group Campsites
Del Valle Regional Park, Livermore, CA

June 17-24, 2001

Photo taken at the “BIG FEAST BBQ” – June 23, 2001

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Cultural Campout
Camp Muwekma

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



Letter of Support for the
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe 

From Cruz M. Bustamante,
Lieutenant Governor

To The Honorable Neal McCaleb,
Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs,

United States Department of the Interior
August 29, 2002

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

I write to urge you to support Petition #111 by the
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe for reaffirmation of

Federal Acknowledgement.
It has demonstrated that it has had a trust relationship

with the United States from 1906 to the Present and
Congress has never terminated their relationship.



Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

Based on this evaluation of the comments and evidence, the petitioner has
not demonstrated that it meets the requirements of criterion 83.7(a) … with
evidence since 1927 of substantially continuous external identifications of
the petitioning group as a continuation of a historical "Verona Band" or
Pleasanton rancheria.

This review of the available evidence concludes that this evidence
demonstrates that the petitioning group was identified as an Indian entity in
the years between 1965 and 1971, and again from 1982 to the present.
Because the petitioning group was not identified as an Indian entity for a
period of almost four decades after 1927, and for only a 6-year period during
the 55 years between 1927 and 1982, it has not been identified as an Indian
entity on a "substantially continuous" basis since 1927.

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe BIA Final Determination

On September 9, 2002, the Branch of Acknowledgment and Research under their
Summary Conclusions Under the Criteria (25 CFR 83.7) section in the Final
Determination concluded that:



Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

“The review of all the evidence in the record concludes that the
Muwekma petitioner has satisfied the requirements of 25 CFR 83.7 (d),
(e), (f), and (g). That is, the petitioner’s constitution and enrollment
ordinance describe its membership criteria and governing procedures,
its members have demonstrated their descent from the historical tribe
(in this case, from the Verona band last acknowledged by the Federal
Government in 1927 …

and neither the group nor its members are the subject of congressional
legislation expressly terminating or forbidding the Federal
relationship.”

.

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Final Determination

On September 9, 2002, the Branch of Acknowledgment and Research
under their Summary Conclusions Under the Criteria (25 CFR 83.7)
section in the Final Determination concluded that:



Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

When a Final Determination is negative, the regulations direct that the
petitioner be informed of alternatives to this administrative process for
achieving the status of a federally recognized tribe, or other means by
which the petitioner’s members may become eligible for services and
benefits as Indians …

In addition, Congress may consider taking legislative action to
recognize petitioners which do not meet the specific requirements of
the acknowledgment regulations but, nevertheless, have merit.”

.

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Final Determination

On September 9, 2002, the Branch of Acknowledgment and Research
under their Summary Conclusions Under the Criteria (25 CFR 83.7)
section in the Final Determination concluded that:



Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

The following facts are not in dispute. Muwekma is a group of American
Indians indigenous to the San Francisco Bay area, the members of which are
direct descendants of the historical Mission San Jose Tribe, also known as
the Pleasanton or Verona Band of Alameda County (“the Verona Band”). …
From 1914 to 1927, the Verona Band was recognized by the federal
government as an Indian tribe. …
Neither Congress nor any executive agency ever formally withdrew federal
recognition of the Verona Band. … Nevertheless, after 1927, the federal
government no longer acknowledged the Verona Band, or any past or
present-day incarnation of the plaintiff, as a federally recognized tribal entity
entitled to a government-to-government relationship with the United States
… (alleging that “sometime after 1927 the Department began to simply
ignore the Tribe for many purposes and substantially reduced the benefits
and services provided to the Tribe”) …

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Court Case
Lawsuit Filed December 2003-2006

On September 21, 2006, U.S. District Court Justice, Reginald B.
Walton in Muwekma Ohlone Tribe v. Dirk Kempthorne, Secretary of
the Interior, et al., Civil Action No. 03-1231 (RBW) issued a favorable
Court Opinion on the side of the Muwekma Tribe stating:



Muwekma Ohlone Tribal Gathering and 
“Big Feast BBQ” 2008 



Muwekma-Tah-Ruk 20th Anniversary May 30, 2009



Muwekma and Oakland Museum Exhibit: Above and Below
Emeryville Mound Exhibit 2012 - 2014



Reclamation and Archaeology of the Tribe’s Ancestral 
Heritage Sites

Thámien Rúmmeytak CA-SCL-128 Downtown San Jose

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area



Continuous Existence and Reaffirmation
Reviving Traditional Dances that were Exported from 

Pleasanton to the Interior Tribes in 1870s



Muwekma and Los Gatos Museum Exhibit:

Reclamation: Resilience of the 
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe
Friday, November 4, 2022 10:00 AM 
Sunday, May 21, 2023 4:00 PM

Reclamation: Aboriginal Ancestral 
Homeland of the Muwekma Ohlone 
Tribe
Friday, December 9, 2022 10:00 AM 
Sunday, April 23, 2023 5:00 PM



Wákkíimimu Mak-Muwekma, For Our People 
Mak-Šiiniinikma, Our Children

 ́ayye Mak Huššiš-tak! and Our Future!

n Thank you for your time to hear about the Muwekma
Tribe’s prehistory, history, heritage and struggle !

n As you have ascertained our Tribe and our People 
have never left our Ancestral and Historic Homelands!

n We hope that after this long and painful struggle we 
will be restored once again as a Federally 
Acknowledged Tribe in the near future!

n Aho!



The Muwekma Ohlone Tribe claims complete copyright and 
the intellectual property rights and ownership of any and all

presentation materials, photos, and information.

2023 Muwekma Ohlone Tribe
All Rights Reserved

For More Information Please Visit the Tribe’s Website @
www.muwekma.org

For Copies of the Tribe’s Publications Visit
www.academia.edu

Kiš Horše ’Ek-Hinnan.  Thank You.

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe Of The San Francisco Bay Area

http://www.muwekma/

