April 2, 2007
To:  Faculty Senate Council    
From:  Martha Giannini

Re:  Minutes of March 14, 2007 Faculty Senate Council Meeting

Council Members Present:  Atkinson, Bachen, Barber, Bousquet, Dahlhoff, Dunlap, Fraser, Garcia, Gordon,  Kreitzberg, Krishnan, McElvain, Montfort, Notareschi, Ostrov, Quatman, Skowronek, Subramanian, Tabbert- Jones, Unger, Urdan 
Excused: Fabris, Feinstein, Griffith, Neustadter, Pappas, Riley, Russell 
Absent:  He, Jo, Prior, Rhee, Shin, Wade
Invited Participants: Diane Dreher, Ignatian Center and Faculty Development representative; Don Dodson and Timothy Healy, Faculty Affairs Committee representatives; Todd Schmitzer, Information Technology representative 
I.       The meeting was opened at 3:35 p.m. by Catherine Montfort, Faculty Senate President-Elect.  
II. The minutes of the February 14, 2007 meeting were approved.
III. OPENING REMARKS

President-Elect Montfort reported on the results of the ballot to determine which groups would vote on the new Core Curriculum.  221 ballots were returned.
· The Schools of Law and Education, Counseling Psychology, and Pastoral Ministries voted that their schools should not participate in voting for the new Core Curriculum.
· 220 voted that tenured and tenure-track faculty should vote

· 182 voted that senior lecturers should vote

·   99 voted that multi-year fixed-term lecturers should vote

·   95 voted that multi-year renewable-term lecturers should vote

The majority voted that faculty who are tenured, tenure-track, and senior lecturers should vote on the new Core Curriculum.
IV. DISCOVER GRANTS FOR COURSE AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
Diane Dreher distributed brochures outlining the availability of two types of grants:  

· Course Development Grants, which are for faculty interested in expanding a current course to incorporate a focus on vocation.  Available grants are up to $1000.
· Curriculum Development Grants, which are for faculty who develop entirely new courses centered on student vocational inquiry.  This grant provides one course release for the year.
      See www.scu.edu/discover/facultystaff for further information.

       V.       FACULTY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Don Dodson distributed background notes on the FAC’s progress in developing proposed revisions to the Faculty Handbook to address problems that have arisen when a faculty member appeals sanctions imposed by the Provost in response to an allegation of harassment or discrimination made by a student or staff member. 
Under the current harassment policy, a faculty member can appeal to the President, an exception to the way faculty can appeal all other sanctions.  The issue is how to proceed to meet the interests of all groups – faculty, staff, students, administrators -  and yet have fair, objective resolutions.

At the February Faculty Senate Council meeting, the Council representatives unanimously voted to not submit the FAC’s recommendations to the full Faculty Senate for a vote.  Because of this vote and the continuing work of the FAC, the FAC’s recommendations will not be presented to the Board of Trustees at their May meeting.  However, the Executive Committee of the Board will be asked to offer feedback on possible ways to balance the interests of complainants and respondents in the appeal process.
       VI.      GROUPWISE/QUARANTINE E-MAIL

Todd Schmitzer reported that spam email volume has increased dramatically. Last year there were approximately 1.2 million spam messages per week trapped by the filters, and now there are about 3.2 million weekly.  The problem that created a flurry of messages on the Faculty Essential list in early March was caused by a bug in the spam filter that ignored the Trusted Friends list for some messages that were trapped by some of the rules used to estimate whether a message is spam.  Mails that contain embedded messages are most likely to go to quarantine under these circumstances. The bug has been fixed in the most recent version of the spam filter software.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 p.m.

Please refer to this site http://www.scu.edu/governance.cfm for additional information on the Faculty Senate and University committees.
