Faculty Senate Council   

December 5, 2012

Present:  Barria, Boutouba, Enos, Fang, Fedder, Fraser, Garcia, Gullette, Hasen, Hight, Minowitz, Nanda, Prior, Ramon, Senkewicz, Smick, Solomon, Stewart-Frey, Sunwolf, Turkeltaub, Whittall, Zanfagna
Excused:  Bravo, Numan, Racine, Said, Shi
Absent:  Cai, Greenwalt, Li, Lu, Woolley, Counseling Psychology, Economics, Electrical Engineering

Invited Participants:  Smoke-Free Campus: Craig Stephens, Biology; Student Honor Code: Aven Satre-Meloy, undergraduate; Student Affairs: Jenna Saso, Associated Student Government (ASG) President; Faculty Collaborative Initiative, new technologies, MOOC education: Diane Jonte-Pace, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs; Kirk Hanson, Executive Director, Markkula Center for Applied Ethics; Thane Kreiner, Executive Director, Center for Science, Technology, and Society; President Michael Engh, S.J.; Provost Dennis Jacobs
· The meeting was opened at 3:30 p.m. by President Barbara Molony.

· The minutes from the November 14 meeting were approved. 

1.  SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS POLICY

Professor Stephens distributed a proposal for the entire campus to be smoke free.  He said the proposal originated from the Healthy Campus Committee with the goal to provide a safe and healthy environment, free of second-hand smoke and toxic tobacco-related litter for the campus community as well as its visitors. Professor Stephens noted that now smoking is banned in all indoor campus buildings and within 25’ of doors and windows.  The proposal would ban smoking on any outdoor property owned, leased, licensed, or otherwise controlled by the University.  He added that the sale of tobacco products or paraphernalia, tobacco industry sponsorship, advertising, and marketing on property under University control would be prohibited also.  Addressing the enforcement of the policy, Professor Stephens said it would have to be through communication, peer pressure, and the consideration and cooperation of smokers and non-smokers.  Flagrant disregard of the policy could involve the intervention of Campus Safety, Human Resources, or Student Affairs.  The Faculty Senate Council will return to this issue for further discussion at a future meeting. FSC representatives are asked to initiate discussion among their departmental colleagues.

2.  STUDENT HONOR CODE

Mr. Satre-Meloy said that he is the Chief Justice of ASG as well as a Hackworth Fellow with the Markkula Center and has been working on the Honor Code in both capacities.  He reported that SCU may indeed have a cheating problem given results of a survey last spring.  He said there is evidence also that cheating on other campuses has increased in the past three decades.  Referring to SCU’s current policy, Mr. Satre-Meloy said that it does not appear that all faculty report consistently, if at all, instances of cheating.  He noted that faculty reporting is more of an enforcement issue, not necessarily a policy issue.  

Referring to the spring survey, Mr. Satre-Meloy pointed out that there was high support from the respondents for a modified honor code that shares responsibility among faculty, students, and administrators to determine sanctions for students who violate either academic or non-academic components of the Student Handbook.  He noted that a high percentage favored faculty and student hearing panels that address academic integrity violations.  Additionally, the survey results showed students favored the same sanction campuswide.  His final comments were that the survey reflected students want ownership or even shared ownership of an honor code.

Because of the importance of faculty input to the implementation of an honor code, the FSC plans to return to this issue for further discussion at a future meeting.

3.  STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE AND ASG

President Saso reported the Student Affairs UPC is discussing three topics:  the Honor Code, traffic safety, and summer orientation.  The off-campus traffic safety initiative addresses the incidents of accidents resulting from jaywalking.  She said they are working with Facilities and the City of Santa Clara to raise awareness of students and others who need to cross the busy streets surrounding the campus.  

In addition, President Saso said there have been discussions about moving summer orientation to the fall quarter.  

President Saso reported on items the ASG is pursuing: 

· Safety and relations with neighbors

· Traditions and school spirit

· Academics (honor code)

· Escort service via Student Bar Association shadowing program

· Buddy program partnering students with faculty and staff

4.  FACULTY COLLABORTIVE INITIATIVE

Vice-Provost Jonte-Pace reported on what the University is doing to enhance teaching via technology.  She said they are targeting three different audiences: 

· Undergraduate students:  focusing on collaborative classrooms, robust wireless, and the iPad initiative

· Graduate students:  online course development

· Broader community:  Massive Open Online Courses (MOOC) via the Markkula Center and the Center for STS. 

Markkula Center Director Hanson reported that the Ethics Center has three levels to their mission:  Global Outreach, Service to Silicon Valley, and Service to the Campus.  He said that MOOCs appeared this summer and the audience seems to be a broader professional audience at this time.  Director Hanson noted that MOOCs have the potential to reach an audience not reachable by traditional classroom teaching.  Further exploration of MOOCs continues in the Ethics Center.  

STS Center Director Kreiner reported that the Global Social Benefit Incubator (GSBI) works with social entrepreneurs from around the world who are serving those people who live on less than $4 a day.  The entrepreneurs are provided with affordable options for such things as clean energy, safe drinking water, and nutritious food.  He said the entrepreneurs are matched with Silicon Valley mentors who are expert in their fields.  He reported that in 2006 an on-line program was developed to enhance the entrepreneurs’ learning, and noted that it has been very successful.

CONVERSATION WITH THE PRESIDENT AND PROVOST

President Engh reported on a recent visit to several areas of the Sacred Heart community also known as the Washington Garden neighborhood.  He said SCU has formed a partnership with the community as they address issues in their neighborhood using the resources of a university.  Provost Jacobs said there are over 100 students who spend portions of their weeks in different areas of the neighborhood.  He said there is a strong commitment from the families to revitalize and better their neighborhood.   

Provost Jacobs remarked he is pleased that the honor code proposal was initiated by the students.  President Molony noted that since there is no standard University policy on cheating, faculty must now make a choice on whether or not to report a student who has been found cheating.  
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