Faculty Senate Council

January 16, 2013 

Present:  Appleby, Bacon, Boutouba, Bravo, Enos, Fang, Jimenez, Mariani, S.J., Minowitz, Nanda, Panich, Prior, Ramon, Said, Sunwolf, Solomon, Turkeltaub

Excused:  Garcia, Numan, Racine, Shi

Absent:  Cai, Fedder, Greenwalt, Hight, Lu, Whittall, Woolley, Zanfagna, Accounting, Counseling Psychology, Economics, Electrical Engineering, Religious Studies, School of Law

· The meeting was opened at 3:30 p.m. by President Barbara Molony.  She mentioned that the Council representatives have been invited to a luncheon hosted by the Board of Trustees on February 8.  President Molony reported that the students continue to work on the Honor Code with presentations scheduled in the Wiegand Room at noon on February 7 and March 8. 

· The minutes from the December 5 meeting were approved with a minor addition.

1.  AUTOMATIC FORWARDING IN GMAIL

Professor Ostrov presented a proposal to restore automatic forwarding of SCU email to another mail account.  He noted that disenabling the ability to automatically forward Gmail also disables the ability to create a filter that can forward mail in groups.  He cited several reasons for the need for a restoration:

· Loss of email after 30 days if a faculty or staff member leaves SCU unless each individual mail is moved one at a time to an outside mail account

· Loss of time switching between email accounts

· Inefficient communication with students as students tend to check their personal mail accounts more often than their SCU mail account

· Lack of warning that the automatic forwarding had been disabled

Chief Information Officer Ronald Danielson said that the Google Business Practices Advisory Committee Practices Committee in consultation with the administration and University Consul decided to disable email forwarding in the interests of information security and privacy.  He said that the Practices Committee is willing to review the issue.

2.  FACULTY SENATE ELECTION RULES AND PROCEDURES, Section V.A.2

Professor Schaefer proposed an addition to the Committee on Promotion to Senior Lecturer guidelines that will mirror the service guidelines on rank and tenure committees.  His proposal would add the underlined phrase to the first parenthetical statement:  “. . .service at all levels, including promotion to senior lecturer committees, whether on . . .”.  The recommendation for the addition comes from the fact that the same kind and quality of work is done for considering both a promotion to senior lecturer and promotions for rank or tenure.

The Council representatives approved the motion that the recommended addition to the Election Rules and Procedures be sent to the full Faculty Senate for a vote.

3.  OFF-CAMPUS TRAFFIC SAFETY INITIATIVE TASK FORCE

Joshua Rosen and Emily Raimondi, the off-campus liaison of the Task Force, presented a proposal from ASG that is in response to the increase in vehicle accidents off campus involving student pedestrians, cyclists, and skateboarders.        Mr. Rosen said the Task Force has worked with University administrators and relevant officials from the City of Santa Clara so that the ultimate result of the initiative will promote safety, health, and security of members of the SCU community within and outside the boundaries of the campus.  He said they have formulated a 3E’s plan of Engineering, Education, and Enforcement to include physically changing streets around the University and adding speed bumps, lighting, and signage.  Ms. Raimondi reported that the Task Force will be distributing a Pedestrian Safety and Transportation Regulations brochure.  See http://asgscu-octs12-13.blogspot.com.

4.  FACULTY HANDBOOK REVISIONS

Professors Shachter and Luttman from the Faculty Affairs Committee presented two proposed changes to the Handbook:       Section 3.1.2 Non-Tenure Track Faculty and Section 3.6.3.4 Modified Duties.  The additional language for Section 3.1.2 is for clarification.  With reference to Section 3.6.3.4, Professor Shachter said the proposed two paragraphs are to replace the current opening paragraph of the Modified Duties section.  She said the paragraphs are not to change the intent of the previous language but to simplify the wording to show the flexibility available with the policy.  The Council recommended sending the two revised sections to the full Faculty Senate for their vote of approval. 

A draft revision of Section 3.3.1 Mid-Probationary Review developed by the Faculty Affairs Committee was presented to the Council for their review and comment.  Professor Shachter said that the procedures in the revision are consistent with the language in the Handbook.  She pointed out that what is currently in the Handbook is too brief and the language is vague as to what are the procedures for a review.  She noted also that the Handbook does not specifically indicate who makes the final decision.  Professor Shachter said their goal is to work within the framework of the current policy and to develop procedures in order to attain consistent practice across all the schools and colleges. Professor Shachter solicited additional comments from the Faculty Senate.

5.  PeopleAdmin

Professor Shachter introduced the other team members of PeopleAdmin:  Agustin Ruiz and Joan Torne, Human Resources; John Bright, Information Technology.  She reported that PeopleAdmin is a software SCU will use to recruit and hire faculty, staff, and student positions.  It will track the number of applicants and will meet requirements for reporting the number of applicants.  Professor Shachter said the team is currently developing an electronic system customized for SCU, which will be more manageable and efficient.  Training to use PeopleAdmin will start in spring quarter.

     6.  CONVERSATION WITH THE PRESIDENT AND PROVOST

The general conversation covered the use of Gmail.  Some found that their mail is going into the Spam folder.  It was suggested to periodically check this folder.  Others have had trouble with Groups, Contacts, and Calendars.  Provost Jacobs said the initial focus is to have everyone become familiar with using Gmail.  He noted that the privacy levels are very high with Gmail. 

