Faculty Senate Council   
November 14, 2012

Present:  Bacon, Barria, Boutouba, Bravo, Crowley, Fang, Fedder, Fraser, Greenwalt, Gullette, Hasen, Hight, Hill, Lu, Minowitz, Nanda, Nichols, Prior, Said, Senkewicz, Shi, Sunwolf, Turkeltaub, Weber, Woolley

Excused:  Numan, Racine, Solomon, Whittall
Absent:  Cai, Li, Counseling Psychology, Economics, Electrical Engineering, Music
Invited Participants:  Professors Cynthia Mertens (Law) and Laura Nichols (Sociology):  Ford Foundation 
Grant on Undocumented Students; Ronald Danielson, CIO:  Google Apps for Education; Daniel Ostrov and 
Maria Elena DeGuevara, Assistant Vice President for Human Resources:  Benefits Committee; 
President Michael Engh, S.J.; Provost Dennis Jacobs
· The meeting was opened at 3:35 p.m. by President Barbara Molony.

· The minutes from the October 10, 2012 meeting were approved. 

· President Molony reported on old business items:  staffing of the Committee on Lecturers and Adjuncts is moving forward; the Handbook changes presented at the October meeting will go to the Senate for a vote in winter quarter; reminder to the Council representatives to submit agenda items to President Molony. 
1.  FORD FOUNDATION GRANT
Professor Nichols reported on a research project SCU has in conjunction with Fairfield University and the Loyola University Chicago.  The project addressed undocumented students at the 28 Jesuit colleges and universities.  She noted that California has the largest number of undocumented immigrants.  They learned from their research that undocumented students live with the fear of being identified.  Professor Nichols said that the information relayed today is to help faculty or staff with the next steps when they learn of a student’s undocumented status.  She said there is nothing illegal about enrolling undocumented students, and there is no obligation to report them.  However, they cannot receive any Federal financial aid or loans so must rely on their own financial resources or private scholarships.  The Jesuit Community at SCU does have a scholarship program for these kinds of students.  
Professor Mertens reported that the Supreme Court has ruled that undocumented students have a right to primary and secondary education; in addition, they are allowed to attend institutions of higher learning, and can receive unpaid jobs or internships.  She noted that DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) defers deportation for undocumented immigrants who arrived in the U.S. before turning 16, are currently under 31, are in enrolled in school (or have a GED, have graduated from high school, have served honorably in the armed forces) and have no serious criminal history, and can demonstrate at least five years of continuance presence in the U.S. as of June 15, 2012.  Deferred Action prevents a person without lawful status from being placed in removal proceedings for a period of two years and allows for work authorization during that time. It does not confer any lawful status and it is not a path to citizenship.  http://www.immigrationequality.org/issues/immigration-basics/daca/.  Contact Professors Mertens and Nichols for additional information.
2.  GOOGLE APPS FOR EDUCATION (GAE)
Professor Danielson said Google Apps will be available for everyone on December 14.  He reported that Google communication both inside and outside SCU will generally be easier than the features offered now by GroupWise.  Professor Danielson said that Google Apps is a complete suite with larger capacity email (more accessible due to Web interface), instant messaging, voice and video chat, calendaring, document creation and collaboration.   He encouraged people to clean out mailboxes and reduce folder trees prior to December 14.  Early adopters of GAE and the Information Technology staff are available now for questions.
3.  BENEFITS COMMITTEE
Professor Ostrov introduced Maria Elena De Guevara, the new AVP of HR, and Timothy Hight (Mechanical Engineering), also a member of the Committee.  He reported more funds have been added to the Fidelity offerings.  He next addressed the medical plan offerings, noting that Blue Cross Standard HMO and Blue Cross Plus HMO have lowered their premiums for the coming year, which has led to lower costs for employees, while the cost to employees on both Blue Cross PPOs increased due to approximately 20% increases in rates in each of the past four years and the termination of the greater subsidization of those plans over the HMO plans.  Professor Ostrov said these decreases and increases reflected the unanimous opinion of the Faculty Senate Council from a couple of years ago that SCU's contributions to all plans within each of our three tiers (employee, emp +1, emp +family) be made equal. 

4.  FACULTY COLLABORATIVE INITIATIVE

Deferred to the next meeting.

5.  CONVERSATION WITH THE PRESIDENT AND PROVOST
Provost Jacobs opened the conversation stating that he would like to move forward on one of the recommendations from the Classroom and Class Scheduling Task Force by forming an Advisory Committee on Learning Space.  The Committee will have representation from faculty, Registrar’s Office staff, Facilities staff, and student representation.  Briefly, its charge will be to  review the current inventory of spaces while asking if more collaborative spaces are needed, to consider more high and low technology spaces, to study whether to renovate some existing classrooms or plan for more classrooms.  The Provost asked President Molony to send an announcement to the faculty soliciting nominations and self-nominations.
The Provost reported on the latest meeting of the Planning Action Council that heard a presentation on the impact on education of new technologies.  He mentioned the multiple forms of delivery of higher education like MOOCs, Coursera, or Flipped Classrooms.  President Molony mentioned that these offer a challenge to SCU’s standard teaching methods.  Provost Jacobs said that he has asked the deans of the individual schools and colleges to suggest plans to encourage discussion on the topic.  President Engh noted that the Board of Trustees is encouraged by the action SCU is showing to pursue further other avenues of education.  He said SCU’s mission to educate the whole person is not to be replaced but augmented by new teaching methods.  

Provost Jacobs said that it is important to keep in mind the three audiences of SCU:  the undergraduates, the graduate students, and non-matriculating students, such as those who will use the MOOC course in Business Ethics being developed by the Markkula Center.  In addition, he said the STS Center has designed an on-line course aimed at social entrepreneurs in developing countries that focuses on enterprises with the greatest potential to help people who live in constant poverty.  
Documents distributed at this meeting are available at http://www.scu.edu/governance/facultysenate/minutes.  Refer to http://www.scu.edu/governance.cfm for additional information on the Faculty Senate and University committees.

