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Background
SCU prides herself on a beautiful, vibrant campus. 

However, as the drought becomes more urgent, the need 
for equally beautiful, yet more sustaining landscaping has 

emerged. 
To maintain our commitment to the Santa Clara’s Climate 

Neutrality Plan a rethinking and remodeling of the 
landscape on campus must be instituted. 



Goals
● Repurpose all lawn areas not regularly used for special 

events or student recreation
● Replace current landscape with native or perennial 

plants  that are drought &/or recycled water tolerant
● Implement gardens that increase the presence of 

wildlife, such as pollinators and birds
● Decrease the need and usage of pesticides and 

fertilizers 
● Maintain the beauty and aesthetic appeal of Santa 

Clara University campus



Sustainable Landscape Model



Results
We concluded that 8.31 acres of lawn could be 
converted into native landscape. Using drought 
& recycled water tolerant plants, the University 
would save up to 244,194 gallons of water per 
watering session. 





Recommendations 
● In high traffic areas use sedge grasses, which 

appear as lawn but require significantly less water & 
maintenance

● Create eating spots, study spaces, and wildlife 
hotspots

● Have Alumni donate benches and picnic tables to 
offset costs

● Implement only native and sustainable gardens in 
areas of new construction
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