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  			 	     			   CURRICULUM VITAE

    MARILYN EDELSTEIN
Department of English					                               (408) 554-4123 
Santa Clara University 				                                      e-mail:  medelstein@scu.edu
Santa Clara, California 95053		             	 		              
			    		  		 
EDUCATION

1984 Ph.D., English, State University of New York at Buffalo
Dissertation: "At the Threshold of the Text: The Rhetoric of Prefaces to Novels"
Areas of Emphasis: Literary and Critical Theory, The Novel as a Genre, 20th Century American Literature
1978 M.A., General Studies in the Humanities, University of Chicago
M.A. Thesis: "The Fragmented Self in Recent American Fiction: A Study of Some Works by John Barth and Vladimir Nabokov"
1974    B.A., Literature, Religion, and Creative Writing, Goddard College, Vermont

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

1987- Santa Clara University, Associate Professor of English (1993-present); Assistant 
		Professor of English (1987-93); Affiliated Faculty in and teach courses cross-listed 
		   with the Women's and Gender Studies Department; teach courses cross-listed with 
		   the Honors Program and with the Ethnic Studies Department; teach courses for 
	          SCU’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (2007-present)
		  Courses Taught: Feminist Literary Theory and Criticism; Feminist Literary and 
			  Cultural Theory; Women, Literature, and Theory: Race, Sex, and Gender; Senior 
		    Seminar on Exploring Cultural Identities: Race, Sex, and Gender; Multicultural 
			  Literatures of the United States; Women and Literature; Introduction to Cultural 
	         Studies and Literary Theory; Studies in the History of Literary Theory: Literature and 
	         Ethics; Contemporary Literary and Cultural Theory; Senior Seminar on Ethics and 
	         Literature; Senior Seminar on Postmodernism, Senior Seminar on Multicultural 
		    Theory and Literature, Senior Seminar on Race and Gender in Contemporary 
	         American Fiction; Cultures and Ideas 1 and 2: Rebellion and Conformity in the
   	         Modern World; History of Literary Criticism; Contemporary American Literature; 
		    Modern American Literature; Survey of American Literature II (Civil War-present); 
	         Western Culture: Literature I (Ancient); Western Culture: Literature III (Modern);
	         Rhetoric and Composition I
1985-87 UCLA, Lecturer, Writing Programs 
1983-85   Youngstown State University (Ohio), Instructor, Department of English
1978-83 SUNY at Buffalo, Teaching Fellow and Graduate Assistant, Department of English	

REFEREED SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS

“(How) Should a Feminist Teach Lolita in the Wake of #MeToo?” Teaching Nabokov’s Lolita in 
	the #MeToo Era, ed. Elena Rakhimova-Sommers. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books. (In 
	press, March 2021)

“Love, Politics, and Ethics in the Postmodern Feminist Work of bell hooks and Julia 
Kristeva.” Critical Perspectives on bell hooks, ed. Maria del Guadalupe Davidson and 
George Yancy. New York: Routledge, 2009. 186-201.


"Before the Beginning: Nabokov and the Rhetoric of the Preface." Narrative Beginnings:
	Theories and Practices, ed. Brian Richardson. Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 
	2009.  29-43.

"Teaching Lolita in a Course on Ethics and Literature." Approaches to Teaching Lolita, ed. 
	Zoran Kuzmanovich and Galya Diment. New York: Modern Language Association 
	Publications 	(MLA "Approaches to Teaching World Literature" series), 2008. 43-48.

"Multiculturalisms Past, Present, and Future." College English 68 (September 2005): 14-41. 

"Resisting Postmodernism or 'A Postmodernism of Resistance'": bell hooks and the Theory 
	Debates." Other Sisterhoods: Literary Theory and U.S. Women of Color. Ed. Sandra 
	Kumamoto Stanley. Urbana:  U of Illinois Press, 1998. 86-118. 

"Ethics and Contemporary American Literature: Revisiting the Controversy over John 
	Gardner's On Moral Fiction." Pacific Coast Philology 31 (1996): 40-53.

"Toward a Feminist Postmodern Poléthique: Kristeva on Ethics and Politics." In Ethics, 
	Politics, and Difference in Julia Kristeva's Writing. Ed. Kelly Oliver.  New York: 
	Routledge, 1993. 196-214.    

"Metaphor, Meta-Narrative, and Mater-narrative in Kristeva's 'Stabat Mater.'" In Body/Text in 
	Julia Kristeva:  Women, Religion, and Psychoanalysis. Ed. David Crownfield.  Albany:
	SUNY Press, 1992.  27-52.

"Ethics, Education, and 'Political Correctness.'" Issues in Ethics [Markkula Center for Applied
	Ethics, Santa Clara University] 5 (1992): 1, 8; 
       URL: https://legacy.scu.edu/ethics/publications/iie/v5n2/

"The Function of Self-Consciousness in John Barth's Chimera," Studies in American Fiction 
	12 (1984): 99-108.

"The Art of Consciousness:  Pale Fire." In Nabokov's Fifth Arc: Nabokov and Others on His 
	Life's Work.  Ed. J.E. Rivers and Charles Nicol. Austin: U of Texas Press, 1982. 213-223.

BOOK REVIEWS IN SCHOLARLY JOURNALS

Review of Catherine Romagnolo, Opening Acts: Narrative Beginnings and Feminist Fiction. 
	Tulsa Studies in Women’s Literature, 36 (Spring 2017): 230-232.

Review of Feminisms:  An Anthology of Literary Theory and Criticism, ed. Robyn R. Warhol 
	and Diane Price Herndl. Belles Lettres 8 (1992): 46-47.

Review of Sexual Subversions: Three French Feminists, by Elizabeth Grosz.  Discourse: 
	Journal for Theoretical Studies in Media and Culture 14 (Winter 1991-92): 152-157.

[bookmark: _GoBack]OTHER PUBLICATIONS

“Thinking Otherwise about God, Marx, and Eagleton: A Response to Terry Eagleton,” Explore 
	[Ignatian Center for Jesuit Education/Bannan Institute, Santa Clara University], 17 (Spring
	 2014): 22-25.

"Empathy Important in Making Judgments" [re: Judge Sonia Sotomayor Supreme Court 
	confirmation hearings]  co-authored with Margaret Russell, "My Word" (op-ed), Oakland 
	Tribune, July 31, 2009, A14.

"My Mother's Legacy: Trying to Make a Difference through Teaching and Research." Explore
	[Bannan Institute for Jesuit Education and Christian Values, Santa Clara University] 3, 
	No. 3 (2000): 10-18. 

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

“When Bodies and Cultures Collide: Gendered Contact Zones in Chitra Divakaruni’s ‘Silver 
	Pavements, Golden Roofs’” (essay in progress)

"Indians in America, Americans in India: Cultural and Gendered Contacts and Collisions in 
	Short Stories by Jhumpa Lahiri and Chitra Divakaruni” (essay in progress)

"Narrative Strategies for Developing Cross-Racial and Cross-Cultural Empathy in Short Stories 
	by Sandra Cisneros and Jhumpa Lahiri" (essay in progress)

"Empathy, Ethics, and 'the Other':  Multicultural Literature and the Development of Empathy
	across Differences of Race, Gender, and Culture” (book-length project in progress)

PRESENTATIONS AND CONFERENCE PAPERS 

“Indians in America: Cultural and Gendered Contact Zones in Chitra Divakaruni’s ‘Silver 
	Pavements, Golden Roofs.’” Presented at the American Literature Association/Society for 
	the Study of the American Short Story Symposium on “The American Short Story: An 
	Expansion of the Genre,” Savannah, GA, October 2016.

"Cultural and Gendered Contacts and Collisions in Short Stories by Jhumpa Lahiri and Chitra 
	Divakaruni.” Presented at the annual conference of the American Literature Association, 
	San Francisco, May 2016.

"Imagining Cross-Racial and Cross-Cultural Empathy in Short Fiction by Jhumpa Lahiri and
	 Sandra Cisneros." Presented at the joint annual conference of USACLALS 
	(U.S. Association for Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies) and MELUS (Multi-
	Ethnic Literatures of the United States), San Jose, CA, April 2012

“Empathy, Ethics, and Race: American Multicultural Fiction and the Development of Cross-
	Racial Understanding.” Presented at the "Empathy: Self, Society, Culture" Symposium, 	Indiana University, November, 2011

"Contemporary American Multicultural Fiction and the Development of Empathy and Cross-
	Racial Understanding."  Presented at the annual conference of PAMLA (Pacific Ancient 
	and Modern Language Association), Honolulu, November 2010

"Contemporary American Multicultural Fiction and the Development of Empathy and Cross-
	Racial Understanding."  Presented at the annual convention of the American Literature 
	Association, San Francisco, May 2010

Panelist, Roundtable on "White Scholars, African American Texts," at the National Conference 
	on Race and Pedagogy, University of Puget Sound, Tacoma, Washington, September 
	2006
"(How) Can Feminism Be Good for Multiculturalism?" Presented at session sponsored by 
	MELUS (Multi-Ethnic Literatures of the United States), at the annual Convention of the 
	American Literature Association, San Francisco, California, May 2006

"Doing Multiculturalism Differently." Presented at session sponsored by the Division on the 
	Teaching of Literature, at the annual MLA (Modern Language Association) Convention, 
	Philadelphia, December 2004 

"The Responsibility for Multicultural Education: An Ethics of Teaching and Learning." 
Presented (with Dr. Marilyn Fernandez) at Santa Clara University’s Markkula Center for 
Applied Ethics, October 2004. 

 “Revisiting Multiculturalism:  Recent Theories and Debates.” SCU's Center for Multicultural
	Learning, October 2003
 
“Revisiting Multiculturalism:  Recent Theories and Debates.” Plenary Talk. Presented at the 
	National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Summer Institute on “Teaching Multi-
	America: Redefining Multiculturalism and U.S. Literatures.” Co-sponsored by SCU and 
	the University of San Francisco, San Francisco, June 2003.

"Still Shocking After All These Years: Lolita as Novel and Film." Presented at the annual 
	conference of the Pacific Ancient and Modern Language Association (PAMLA), UCLA
	November 2000 

“Why Read Literature?" Invited Keynote Address, College of Notre Dame Summer Seminar 
	in the Humanities, Belmont, CA, July 1999

"Ethics' 'Others':  bell hooks on Race, Gender, and Postmodernism."  Presented at the 
	annual conference of the International Association for Philosophy and Literature, Trinity 
	College, Hartford CT, May 1999.

"What's Love Got to Do with Postmodernism?"  Presented at the annual Modern Language 
	Association Convention, San Francisco, December 1998.

"Ethics, Representation, and 'Reality': Reading and Filming Lolita."  Presented at the annual
	conference of the American Literature Association, San Diego, May 1998.

"Nabokov and Romantic Ethics."  Presented at the annual conference of PAMLA (Pacific 
	Ancient and Modern Language Association; formerly PAPC), UC Irvine, November 
	1996.

"What's Love Got to Do with Postmodernism?" Presented at the first International 
	Conference on Literature and Ethics, University of Wales, Aberystwyth, July 1996

"The Liminal and the Subliminal: Nabokov's Prefatory Personae."  Presented at the annual 
	MLA Convention, Chicago, December 1995

"Ethics and American Fiction in the 1970s." Presented at PAMLA, UC Santa Barbara, 
	November 1995

"Postmodern and Post-Christian Love in the Work of Julia Kristeva, bell hooks, and Cornel 
	West." Presented at the annual Conference on Christianity and Literature, Santa Clara 
	University, May 1995

"What's Love Got to Do With Critical Theory?" Presented at the annual conference of the 
	Philological Association of the Pacific Coast (PAPC), California State University, San 
	Francisco, November 1994

"Postmodern Differences, Different Postmodernisms: Julia Kristeva and bell hooks on 
	Gender, Race, and Identity." Presented at the annual International Conference on 
	Narrative, Vancouver, May 1994

"Liminal Authority in Lolita." Presented at the "Passions, Persons, Powers" Conference, 
	UC Berkeley, April/May 1992.

"Postmodernism, Ethics, and Politics: Kristeva's Poléthique." Presented at the annual 
	International Conference on Narrative, Nashville, April 1992 

"Nabokov as Romantic Theorist?" Presented at the MLA Convention, Chicago, December 
	1990

"Contemporary Theory and the Question of the Author, or Resurrecting the Dead." Presented 
	at the annual conference of the Philological Association of the Pacific Coast, San Jose, 
	November 1990 

"Meta-Narrative/Mater-Narrative in Julia Kristeva's 'Stabat Mater.'" Presented at the annual 
	International Conference on Narrative, New Orleans, April 1990

"Authors: Implied, Extrafictional, and 'Real.'" Presented at the annual International Conference 
	on Narrative Literature, University of Wisconsin, Madison, April 1989

"'Voice,' Convention, and Authority." Presented at the annual Conference on College 
	Composition and Communication, Seattle, March 1989

"The Rhetoric of Prefaces to Novels." Presented at the annual conference of the Philological 
	Association of the Pacific Coast, Davis, CA, November 1987

"Nabokov's Impersonations: The Dialogue between Foreword and Afterword in Lolita." 
	Presented at the annual Modern Language Association Convention, Chicago, December 
	1985

"The Art of Consciousness:  Pale Fire." Presented at the annual meeting of the Nabokov 
	Society, 	San Francisco, December 1979

OTHER CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES:

Proposed and organized a Special Session on “Ethics and Affect I: Empathy” held at the 
	annual PAMLA (Pacific Ancient and Modern Language Association) conference, Portland 
	State University, OR, November 2015

Moderated session on "Religion and Ethnicity" at the joint annual conference of USACLALS 
	(U.S. Association for Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies) and MELUS (Multi-
	Ethnic Literatures of the United States), Santa Clara University, CA, April 2012

Participant, Diversity Leadership Conference on “(De)constructing Diversity in the Bay Area," 
	Santa Clara University, April 2011.

Chaired session on "Gender and Politics" at the annual conference of the U.S. Association 
	for 	Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies, SCU, October 2006

Conference Co-Organizer and SCU Faculty Liaison, National Council of Teachers (NCTE), 
	for 2003 NCTE Summer Institute for Literature Teachers, on "“Teaching Multi-America: 
	Redefining Multiculturalism and U.S. Literatures.” Co-sponsored by SCU, NCTE, and 
	University of San Francisco, San Francisco, June 2003.

Invited guest faculty speaker/facilitator, College of Notre Dame (Belmont, CA) Summer 
	Seminar in the Humanities, Summers of 2003, 2002, 2001, 2000, 1999, 1998, 1997.

Chaired two sessions on "Postcoloniality" at the annual conference of the U.S. Association 
	for Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies, SCU, April 2002

Organized and chaired "Film and Literature" session at the annual Pacific Ancient and 
	Modern Language Association conference, UCLA, November 2000

Proposed, organized, and chaired Special Session on "Ethics and Postmodernism" at the 
	annual Modern Language Association Convention, San Francisco, December 1998

Organized and chaired the "Literature and Ethics" special session at the annual meeting of 
	the Pacific Ancient and Modern Language Association (PAMLA; formerly PAPC), San 
	José State University, November 1997

Organized and chaired "Critical Theory" sessions at annual meetings of PAMLA/PAPC, 
	November 1996 and November 1992

Proposed, organized, and chaired Nabokov Society session on "Feminist Approaches to 
	Nabokov" at the Modern Language Association Convention, San Francisco, December 
	1991

Chaired and was discussant at panel on "Extensions of 'Authorship'" at the Conference on 
	Intellectual Property and the Construction of Authorship, Case Western Reserve 
	University, Cleveland, April 1991

ACADEMIC HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND GRANTS

Sisterhood is Powerful Award, Santa Clara University Women’s and Gender Studies 
	Department, June 2017 (recognizing a faculty or staff member who has made important 
	contributions to the status of women at SCU)

Core Honorarium for Core Curriculum Transformation and Development, for new Cultures 
	and Ideas Course (with Naomi Andrews, History), “Civilization and Its Discontents: 
	Conformity and Rebellion in the Modern World,” 2008

Stipend for Summer 2008 Core Curriculum Development Workshop on Cultures and Ideas, 
	for new Cultures and Ideas Course (with Naomi Andrews, SCU History Department), 
	“Civilization and Its Discontents: Conformity and Rebellion in the Modern World,” 2008

Hackworth Research Grant, Markkula Center for Applied Ethics, SCU, for project entitled
	"The Ethics of Reading: Can Literature Help Develop Cross-Racial Empathy and
 Understanding?" Fall 2007 


Faculty Study Group Grants, Santa Clara University, for Faculty Critical Theory Group, 
	2005-2007 and 2009-2012

Irvine Foundation/Center for Multicultural Learning, Curriculum Development Series, Santa 
Clara University, Spring and Summer, 2005 (applied for and was chosen for participation in this faculty workshop; stipend provided)

Faculty Ethics Teaching Seminar, with Robert Audi, Winter 2004 (applied for and was chosen 
	for participation in this faculty workshop; stipend provided)

Irvine Foundation/Center for Multicultural Learning “Building Partnerships for Diversity” 
	Grant (Santa Clara University) for “Institute on Teaching Multicultural Literatures 
	(NCTE)” for NCTE Summer Institute on “Teaching Multi-America: Redefining 
	Multiculturalism and U.S. Literatures.” Co-sponsored by SCU and the University of San 
	Francisco, June 2003.

Hewlett Foundation Faculty Grant (Santa Clara University), "Alpha Residential Learning 
	Community Program on Modern Western Culture" (in collaboration with Professor 
	Brigid Barton, Art History), Spring 2002

Irvine Foundation/Center for Multicultural Learning Curriculum Development Grant (Santa 
	Clara University), "Multicultural Literatures of the United States: New Course 
	Development" (in collaboration with Professors Eileen Razzari Elrod, Juan Velasco, and 
	Michelle Burnham, English), June 2001-June 2002 

NEH Summer Institute for College Faculty, on Ethics and Aesthetics, at UC Berkeley, June-
	August 1993; directed by Charles Altieri and Anthony Cascardi

Irvine Foundation Curriculum Development Grant, Santa Clara University, 1991-92 (with 
	Professor Diane Jonte-Pace, Religious Studies), for collaborative project, "Integrating 
	Diversity into the Women's Studies Curriculum: America's Racial and Ethnic Minorities 
	in Feminist Theology, Theory, and Literature" 

Brutocao Teaching Innovation Grant, Santa Clara University, 1991-92 (with Professors
	Philip Kain, Philosophy, and Brigid Barton, Art History), for collaborative project, 	
	"Western Culture and Diversity: An Interdisciplinary Approach to the Modern and 
	Contemporary Periods"  

Arthur Vining Davis Junior Faculty Fellowship, Santa Clara University, Fall 1989 (one or two 
	awarded competitively each year)

University Teaching Grant, Santa Clara University, Summer 1988, for interdisciplinary Summer
	Faculty Workshop on Critical Theory and Pedagogy, which I designed and led, July 1988

Thomas Terry Research Award, Santa Clara University, 1988-89

NEH Summer Seminar for College Teachers, on Postmodernism, at University of Wisconsin,
	Milwaukee, June-August 1989; directed by Ihab Hassan 

Edward H. Butler Dissertation Fellowship, SUNY at Buffalo, 1982-83 (one awarded annually 
	for the best dissertation in progress in the English Department)


Ph.D. Qualifying Examinations passed with Distinction, SUNY at Buffalo, 1980

ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE (selected):
Santa Clara University
   University: 

At-Large Representative (elected) to Faculty Senate Council, 2020-present
Member (elected), Faculty Core Committee on the Arts Requirement, 2013-2015 and 2017-
	2020
Member (elected), Faculty Core Committee on the Cultures and Ideas 1 and 2 requirement, 
	2009-2013
Member (elected), College of Arts and Sciences Grievance Committee, 2012-2016; 2004-2007
Steering Committee Member, Women Faculty Group (2011-2016); Co-Director of WFG
	(1999-2000, 1995-96, and 2006-2007); Member (1990-) 
Faculty Member, Osher Institute of Lifelong Learning, Santa Clara University (teaching one 
	two- or three-week course per year on American Short Stories), 2007-present 
Member (elected), Women's and Gender Studies Program Advisory Board, 2009-2011
Member (appointed), Faculty Core Committee on the Ethics Requirement, 2008-2009
Founder (1987) and Director of Faculty Critical Theory Reading Group (1987-89; 2004-
	2007); Co-Director (1989-2004 and 2009-2012)
Faculty Scholar, Markkula Center for Applied Ethics (1992-present)
Faculty Associate, Center for Multicultural Learning/Office of Multicultural Learning 
	(1999-present)
Member, Nina Leibman Prize Committee for best student essay on "Women and Creative 
	Expression" (1999-2001; 2003-2004; 2014-2015)
Steering Committee Member, Women Faculty Group (2011-2014); Co-Director (1999-2000,
	1995-96, and 2006-2007); Member (1990-)
Member, Women's Studies Advisory Board (fall 1998-spring 2000; fall and winter 1995-96; 
	 1990-93) 
Member, University Planning Council (spring 1995-winter 1997)
Workshop Leader (for first half of week-long workshop), Women's Studies Summer Curriculum 
	Integration Workshop for Faculty, June 1995 and June 1994
Member, University Academic Affairs Committee (1993-94)
Member, College of Arts and Sciences Western Culture Committee (1992-95)
Member, University Communications Board (1992-93)

English Department: 

Member, Department Curriculum Committee, 1995-1997, 2005-2007, 2012-2015; 2020-
	present; Chair of Committee, 1996-97 and 2006-2007 
Department Faculty Senate Council Representative, 2008-2012, 2015-2020
Member, Department Awards Committee, 2016-2020
Member, Lecturer Reappointment Committee, 2016
Member, Department Search Committees: position in African American Literature and Culture, 
2014-2015 and 2015-2016; position in African-American Literature (1993-94 and 2005-2006); position in American Literature before 1850 (1996-97); participant, Search Committee Interview team, position in Composition and Rhetoric, 2004
Member, Woodall Prize Committee (for best student essay in literary theory and/or criticism), 
	1999-2000, 2002-2003, 2005-2006, 2010-2011, 2012-2013, 2019-2020; Chair of 
	Committee, 2000-2001, 2003-2004, 2012-2013, 2015-2016
Director, Canterbury Program (department award for independent student research), 2002-
	2003 and 2009-2010

Member, Canterbury Prize Committee, 2016-2017; Member, Canterbury Council, 2006-2008, 
	2001-2004
Member, Task Force on Narrative Evaluation Revision for Program Review, 2003-2005
Member, Ad Hoc Curriculum Revision Committee, Spring 2002-Winter 2004
Member, Lievestro Prize Committee for best English senior essay/portfolio, 1999-2001; 
	2003-2004
Academic Advisor to English majors and undeclared students, 1988-present

Other Professional Service (and see "Other Conference Activities" above)

Journal manuscript reviewer for PMLA, College English, Journal of Narrative Theory, Studies 
	in the Novel, Modern Language Studies
External reviewer for tenure and promotion case, San Francisco State University English 
	Department, Fall 2011
Book manuscript reviewer, Bedford/St. Martin's, for David Richter, ed., The Critical Tradition, 
	2004
External Reviewer for Program Review, Scripps College English Department, Spring 2002
Liaison for the Society for Critical Exchange to the Pacific Ancient and Modern Language 
	Association (PAMLA), 1996-2000
Manuscript reviewer, College Theology Society annual volume on "Women and Theology," 
	1994
Book manuscript reviewer, Harper Collins, 1992	

CURRENT PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Modern Language Association (MLA; life member), Society for the Study of the American 
	Short Story, MELUS (Multi-Ethnic Literatures of the U.S.), Women's Studies e-list 
(WMST-L)
